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Dec. 11, 2002

Cost of Living Survey Extended

Heidelberg, GE – The deadline for input to the Cost of Living Survey underway for military personnel in Bremen, Bremerhaven, Garmisch, Geilenkirchen, Grafenwoehr, Vilseck, Heidelberg, Ramstein, Schweinfurt and Stuttgart has been extended by the per Diem, Travel and Transportation Allowance Committee from Dec. 13 to Dec. 20, 2002.

Any servicemember in those locations -- in addition to those who randomly received a survey through the mail -- can make a quick visit to www.266fc.hqusareur.army.mil or http://266fincom1.hqusareur.army.mil/ to submit information on what items and services cost on the economy to help ensure future paychecks more accurately reflect actual expenses.

The extension is to provide servicemembers in those specific locations maximum opportunity to give their input to two surveys the Committee is conducting in those areas designated by the Committee as representative of three support categories in terms of varying times and distances to the nearest commissary and exchange.

The first survey, a living-pattern survey, determines which local stores typical service members shop in and how much they buy from the commissary and exchange.  For example, the living pattern survey may show that service members typically buy half their clothing on the economy with Euros and half at the PX with U.S. dollars.

The second survey, the retail price survey, uses the results from the living pattern survey to price over 160 goods and services from auto repair to potatoes.  The prices gathered will be compared to prices in the United States for equivalent goods and services.  If the cost in Germany is greater than the U.S. cost, a Cost-of-Living Allowance (COLA) is paid.  Some examples of the commodities to be surveyed are groceries, clothing, phone services, entertainment, auto maintenance, restaurants, and daycare.

Military personnel can contribute data by noting where they shop on the local economy, keeping a list of those locations, and then estimating the percentage of particular goods they buy locally, rather than at the commissary or military exchange.
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