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October 30, 2002

Cost of Living Survey Coming Soon

Heidelberg, GE -- Have you ever felt like you’re not paid enough to live in Germany?  Do you believe the cost of items and services purchased on the economy has jumped since Germany converted from the Deutsche Mark to the Euro?  Military members may soon be given the chance to do something about it.

Over the next few months, the Per Diem, Travel and Transportation Allowance Committee (PDTATAC) will be sponsoring two surveys in the following communities: Bremen and Bremerhaven, Garmish, Geilenkirchen, Grafenwoehr, Vilseck, Heidelberg, Ramstein, Schweinfurt, and Stuttgart.  These communities are representative of three support categories, which are defined by varying time and distance to the nearest commissary and exchange.

The first survey, a living-pattern survey, will determine which local stores typical service members shop in and how much they buy from the commissary and exchange.  For example, the living pattern survey may show that service members typically buy half their clothing on the economy with Euros and half at the PX with U.S. dollars.

The second survey, the retail price survey, will use the results from the living pattern survey to price over 160 goods and services from auto repair to potatoes.  The prices gathered will be compared to prices in the United States for equivalent goods and services.  If the cost in Germany is greater than the U.S. cost, a Cost-of-Living Allowance (COLA) is paid.  Some examples of the commodities to be surveyed are groceries, clothing, phone services, entertainment, auto maintenance, restaurants, and daycare.

As you buy goods and services in the near future, be conscious of where you choose to shop on the local economy.  Keep a list of places you shop in order to make filling out the surveys easier.  Also estimate what percentage of particular goods you buy from the local economy, as opposed to goods purchased at the commissary or military exchange.

Now is the time to take control of your paycheck.  Your accurate and complete survey can help ensure your pay better reflects the actual expenses incurred.
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