HQ U.S. Army Installation Management Agency, Europe Region


   [image: image1.wmf]

Nov. 25, 2003

It's Your Future, VOTE FOR IT!
Voting Basics 101:  Congressmen and the rest…

By HQ IMA-E Voting Officer Mr. Donald Wade

HEIDELBERG, GE -- Citizens of a democracy have a critical right and responsibility to vote for those who will represent them in federal, state, and local government.  Voting is an obligation to ourselves and our fellow citizens.  Our votes determine who will make the decisions necessary for effective government.

At the Federal level, the principal offices are President and Vice President, Senators and Members of the House of Representatives.  Senators are elected for six year terms on even numbered years.  Absentee voters should follow the news to be aware of when Senators from their states will be elected.  Members of the House of Representatives are elected every two years on even numbered years.  A Member of the House of Representatives represents a given district in each state.  

Voters are eligible to vote for Senators from their state and for the Member of the House of Representatives, who will represent their district.  These Members of Congress are very important to us.  They write the federal laws that affect our daily lives.  They make the decisions on federal taxes and social programs.  They determine pay and benefits for soldiers and federal employees.  Consequently, their decisions affect us directly.

At the State level, unless we subscribe to local newspapers or can assess information on the internet, it is often difficult to make informed decisions about who will best represent us.  However, each state's system of representation has an important effect upon each of us.  Our representatives at the state level determine how we will be taxed.  The majority of us pay some form of state tax.

We should remember the 2000 Presidential election where absentee ballots played a significant role in deciding the outcome.  Eligible voters should not have to ask themselves, "Would the outcome have been different had I exercised my right to vote?"  That question applies in any elections without regard to political affiliation or preference for any candidate.  If we fail to vote, we allow others to make the decision for us.   
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