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Teach children how to go safely to and from the bus stop 

HEIDELBERG, Germany – Going to and from the bus stop is the riskiest part of riding school buses in Europe, according to DoDDS-Europe officials.

Riding a school bus in Europe is a lot different than in the United States.  One of the key differences is that traffic does not stop for loading and unloading school buses, said Mike St. Clair, DoDDS-Europe Transportation Division.  

Teaching children not to cross the street in front of or behind the bus could save their lives, he said.  

There are several important actions parents can take to ensure their children are ready to ride the school bus safely.  St. Clair offers the following tips, and urges parents to act on them throughout the school year, but especially now before school starts because “children tend to forget about school bus safety over the summer.” 

· Look at and know your children's route to and from the bus stop

· Show your children how to go safely to and from their bus stop – use hands-on instruction

· Stress good behavior on the bus – good behavior and safety go hand-in-hand

· Report your safety concerns immediately to the school transportation office

· Review the five basic safety rules with your children – follow up and reinforce them

1. Be on time – walk, don't run to the bus stop

2. Wait for the bus 3 steps back from the curb

3. Take your seat on the bus and stay in it 
4. Get off the bus, take three steps away and wait for the bus to leave
5. Never cross the street in front of or behind the bus 

For more information on school bus safety, contact the community school bus office.
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