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Jan. 24, 2003

Army Europe Adjusts Child and Youth Services Fees



HEIDELBERG, GE-  The Army in Europe will implement new Child and Youth Services fees by March 2003, based on changes issued by the Department of Defense.  

The new Army child care fees adhere to Department of Defense Child Development Program Fee Ranges, which are based on family income levels.  They reflect two major changes in how fees are calculated.

First, the income limit for the lowest family income category (Category 1) has been raised from $23,000 to $28,000.  Secondly, dual military couples living off post will benefit from a change in the way Basic Allowance for Housing is calculated as part of total family income.  Previously, BAH for both soldiers was counted toward determining family income, which placed some families into higher income categories causing them to pay higher fees.  However, starting this year, only the BAH for the senior member of the dual military couple will be used in determining total family income (TFI).  

TFI is determined by the pay, allowances, and housing.  CYS programs will use the 2003 BAH II Chart for establishing CY 03 TFI and fee categories.  For the CY 03 TFI, pay as shown on December LESs will be used, so that the new year pay adjustment will not be included in the tabulation.  Once the TFI has been calculated, patrons will be assigned to Categories I-VI.  These categories determine the rate of pay for all CYS programs. 

Each year DOD determines the range of acceptable fees.  According to Sonia Bonet, Chief of Child and Youth Services for Army Europe, the command selects the lowest rate possible within those ranges.  Patron fees generally cover a portion of the cost, while appropriated funds make up the difference.  

“Our goal is to provide affordable child care and youth programs for eligible families across the region, while maintaining an atmosphere that meets and exceeds quality, safety, and accreditation requirements,” explained Bonet.  “We’re focused on providing the best care possible to our military communities.”

-MORE-

2-2-2-/CYS Fees

Several types of child care services are available.  Each program is designed to meet the needs of the customer.  Such options include full day care, half day care, hourly care, summer camp, weekly programs, sports programs, and Family Child Care (FCC) homes.   

In addition to changes in the fee policy, other discounts are available in the Europe region.  These include a multiple child reduction (MCR) of 10% for patrons using regular full day and part day CYS programs in Child Development Centers; discounts for the School Age program such as the open recreation discount providing five hours per month of free “open recreation” during weekday duty hours for activities like games, playing pool, shooting hoops, etc.; and a 10% discount for patrons using the before and after school age programs.

For additional information, please contact your local Central Registration Office.  Fee schedules and the BAH II chart may be found at www.mwr-europe.com.

Army Europe Standardized Fee Tables:

2003 Child Development Centers 

Full-day program

$190 - $476 per month

5-day preschool program
$76 - $190 per month

3-day preschool program
$46 - $114 per month

2-day preschool program
$30 - $76 per month

Hourly program

$2 per hour – Cat. I





$2.50 per hour – Cat. II - VI

2003 School-Age Services 
Before-school program
$18 - $88 per month

After-school program

$42 - $144 per month

Before- and After-school program
$54 - $208 per month

Summer camp program
$34 - $94 per week

Occasional user

$1.25 per hour - Cat. I





$1.50 per hour - Cat. II-VI





and 5 free hours

2003 Youth Sports Fee Schedule
Cat. A (soccer, flag football, cheerleading)
         

$20/sports season per child

Cat. B (baseball, softball, basketball, field hockey)
$30/sports season per child

Cat. C (tackle football, lacrosse, roller hockey)
          $50/sports season per child

Cat. D (ice hockey, competitive swimming)

Fees determined locally
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