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March 16, 2004

Army Europe Cooks Turn Up the Heat!
Heidelberg, GE – The six-member IMA-E Culinary Arts Team garnered a team total of 24 medals from American Culinary Federation Chefs/Judges in the Army-wide Culinary Competition, held at Fort Lee, Va., Feb. 28-March 12, 2004. 

Based on their outstanding efforts in the event, 4 cooks from the 26th Area Support Group are now slated to be part of the 12-member US Army Culinary Arts Team.  This team will represent the US Army in the International World Culinary Olympics, which are held every four years and which will be conducted later this year in Erfurt, Germany.

Chosen by the American Culinary Federation, team members are Master Sgt. Mark Warren, Staff Sgt. Josh Rine, Spc. Scott Graves, and Pfc. Josef Oberly.  In the world of culinary arts, participation on this team is the highest honor that can be achieved.

Individually, the tallies were impressive:  

Master Sgt. Warren -- Gold Medal in Plated Dessert Category and Best in Show, in addition to a Silver and Bronze Medal; 

Staff Sgt. Rine -- Gold Medal in the Cold Buffet Category and Best in Show, as well as three Silver and one Bronze Medals;

Spc. Graves  -- Gold Medal in the Chef of the Year Category, plus four Silver and one Bronze Medals;

Pfc. Oberly -- Bronze Medal in the Junior Chef of the Year Category, plus a Silver and two other Bronze Medals;  
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Pfc. Crystal Sidebottom (26th ASG) -- Gold Medal in the Cake Category as Most Artistic, a Gold Medal in the Center Piece Category and three Silver Medals in other categories; and

Mr. Frank Valdes (6th ASG) -- Gold Medal in the Five-Course Meal Category and two Bronze Medals. 

Individuals and Army teams were recognized in an awards ceremony Friday, March 12, 2004, at 11:00 a.m. at Fort Lee.  Team Captain Chief Warrant Officer 3 Robert Sparks from the 6th ASG and Master Sgt. Warren provided superior leadership and team management throughout the event.   
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