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Nov. 19, 2003

Europe Teen Panel partners with AFAP 

 

Heidelberg, GE – The Europe Teen Panel (ETP) is partnering now with the Army Family Action Program (AFAP) to resolve concerns of teenagers of Army personnel in theater and will be a major group in the next AFAP Conference.

Established at the Department of the Army (DA) level as part of the Army Teen Chain of Communication, the ETP serves as a communication link to senior Army leadership.  Like the AFAP, it brings issues identified at the grass root level to the forefront to determine what actions at what level can be taken to assist in resolving concerns.

 

One youth and an adult advisor from each of the seven Area Support Groups comprise the ETP.   They meet quarterly and participate in conference calls to sort through issues they’ve collected in their areas.  A local panel selects their ASG teen representative, while advisors come from local Child and Youth Services (CYS).  They are adults who have developed a relationship with local teens and who also serve as mentors to their colleagues within their ASG Morale, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) Youth Services Programs.  

 

The teens will brief issues that are determined to be at the Installation Management Agency-Europe Region level to Mr. Hall, the IMA-E Region Director, as part of the summary presentations the last day of the Europe Teen Panel forum.  Issues that cannot be solved at the IMA-E level will be raised to DA through the annual regional AFAP Conference.   

 

One current issue affecting teens is transportation.  Since many youth live in outlying areas, ways to physically get them more involved in MWR Youth Services, DoDDS, and other community activities under review.

In December, one youth from the ETP will be selected to serve on the DA Army Teen Panel (ATP), held twice a year in Wash., DC.  The purpose of this panel is to discuss unresolved teen issues brought forth by the seven IMA Regions.  The issues are briefed to Army leadership at the DA level. 

 

Teens interested in becoming an active member of ETP should contact their CYS.
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