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Internet auction rules for Germany explained

Mannheim, Germany – Internet auctions can be a great way to get rid of unwanted things in your storage room, but you must realize customs, tax and postal regulations apply when you sell things over the Internet in Germany. 

“For U.S. military members, U.S. civilian employees or family members in Germany, selling goods over the Internet on a regular basis to make a profit is complicated,” said Mr. Bill Johnson, Chief of the CG USAREUR Customs Executive Agency Services Branch. 

He noted that using the APO to send or receive items to support a business is against military regulations and German law.  If you want to sell items commercially, he explained, you have to use the civilian postal system or a parcel delivery service to receive merchandise or send items to buyers.  If you don't, you are abusing your APO privileges and evading possible taxes.  

“Using your USAREUR-plated vehicle to buy or transport goods for resale over the Internet or as a part of any business is also against the law and is a common mistake made by U.S. Forces’ personnel operating businesses,” Johnson said.  A USAREUR-plated vehicle may not be used, for example, to buy pottery in Poland and bring it into Germany if the pottery is to be sold in a home business or over the Internet. The gas and oil for your USAREUR-plated vehicle, and often the vehicle itself, are tax and duty-free.  That’s why you can’t use it to support a business or make money.

“If you buy items in non-European Union countries for resale in Germany, you can’t bring them into Germany as duty-free personal property.  You must stop at the border and tell German customs officials the goods are for resale,” Johnson stated. 
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Likewise, you may not buy goods in the post or base exchange, commissary or using the tax relief system (VAT form) if the goods are for resale. 

Johnson added that in most cases you will also need customs clearance or tax relief paperwork if you sell property to residents of Germany who are not U.S. military members, U.S. civilian employees or family members. As members of the “Forces,” U.S. personnel normally pay no taxes when they buy or bring their personal property into Germany which is why clearance and the payment of the taxes is required.

People who don’t follow these rules risk receiving a hefty fine and tax demand from German customs or tax authorities, and military administrative action, where applicable. 

If you are planning to start a business or have doubts about your current business, contact your ASG or BSB commercial affairs office to go over the rules.  For customs and tax tips, call your local military customs office.  More information on Internet purchases can be found at the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Web site at www.customs.gov/xp/cgov/import/infrequent_importer_info/internet_purchases.xml.
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