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Feb. 8, 2003

German soldiers stand guard at installations

By Melody Joy Fields, 414th Base Support Battalion Public Affairs Office

HANAU, GERMANY -- 414th Base Support Battalion residents will soon face a new army.  As Task Force Keystone soldiers finish their rotation on guard, German soldiers from the Bundeswehr will take over gate security at several posts throughout Hanau and Büdingen.

The change of guard will occur Feb. 7 in Büdingen and Feb. 17 in Hanau and Erlensee.

 “They will be an enhancement for the forces on the ground already,” said Mason White, the S2/S3 for the 414th BSB.

“Over 200 German soldiers will provide gate entry control,” said James Duffy, force protection officer for the 414th BSB. “It’s going to be a combination between the German soldiers and our quick reaction force. And they will be working 100 percent in conjunction with the BSB force protection officers.”

The assistance by the German military is in response to U.S. requests to the German government, according to Millie Waters, spokesperson for the Installation Management Agency-Europe.   Approximately 2,500 German soldiers will be augmenting U.S. gate guards at more than 50 locations in Army Europe.

Waters explained, “Based on numerous commitments worldwide, the US government expressed the hope that host nation assets could help the U.S. perform force protection in Germany.”

The German guards will have the same authority as Ponds security guards and the U.S. Army gate guards, including detention authority, said Duffy. 

Duffy stated, “The gates might look a little different. They’re going to bring their own engineers, and they might change things a bit to protect their soldiers.”

White, Duffy and the BSB commander, Lt. Col. Jerry L. Mraz have been working closely with Lt. Col. Reinhold Nickel who is the liaison officer and officer in charge of the German contingent. 
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The soldiers, both career and conscripted, come from seven different battalions stationed throughout Germany. 

“They’re coming from as far away as the Danish border and as close as Koblenz,” said Duffy. 

The soldiers will be housed in U.S. Army barracks and use U.S. facilities, and all the soldiers serving on BSB installations speak some English, said White. 

“Forty to fifty percent are more fluent,” explained White.

“This is not in anticipation of deployments,” said Duffy. “This is because Task Force Keystone is departing.”

Duffy said the German soldiers would be providing security “for the foreseeable future.”
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