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IMA-E Local National Housing Management Specialist Wins International Award
HEIDELBERG, GE – Mr. Geert-Jan Hendriks, a housing management specialist in the Engineer Division of Headquarters, Installation Management Agency-Europe, received the prestigious Deke Giles Award for 2002 last week from the Professional Housing Management Association (PMHA) at their annual Professional Development Seminar in Nashville, Tenn.

The Professional Housing Management Association draws its 3,700 members from the uniformed and civil servant components of the five military services, as well as from private sector companies and organizations sharing a common interest in contributing towards better quality housing for military members and their families. PHMA seeks to continuously raise the level of proficiency and professionalism within the military services’ housing profession through improved communications and networking; education and training; certification; and professional recognition.

The Deke Giles Award is given in memory of Walter T. “Deke” Giles, a founder and charter member of the PHMA, to recognize a PHMA member who has rendered the most conspicuous and meritorious service to PHMA in achieving association goals. The award is not an annual one for which nominations are sought. Rather, it is awarded when, in the opinion of the PHMA Board of Directors, an individual has served PHMA in an exemplary capacity and is deserving of this special recognition.

As the Regional Director for the Association’s European Region, Hendriks is the first local national to hold this position. He also is the first local national to receive this award.  

Following the drawdown, participation in the Association in Europe declined dramatically.  Hendriks engaged in discussions with various chapter officers, members and others to revitalize the group.  Through his efforts, European chapters of PHMA have been strengthened, and attendance and activities increased. He played a pivotal role in organizing two regional Professional Development Seminars, bringing speakers and trainers from the United States, and providing outstanding training to more than 200 housing professionals from 7 European countries.
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