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Jan. 8, 2004

Seminar Program Offers Professional Development

for Soldiers and Civilians

HEIDELBERG, GE – Space is available now for U.S. field-grade officers and equivalent-grade civilians to attend the next Haus Rissen seminar Feb. 1-6, 2004, in Hamburg, Germany. 

Haus Rissen is a private organization and international institute for politics and economics, not affiliated with any political party, religion or interest group.  For some 40 years, the Army in Europe, USAFE and EUCOM have participated in the Haus Rissen information program, which is a broadening and educational development opportunity for our soldiers and civilians.

The seminar in February will be the first of eight offered in 2004.  The second session is scheduled for March 7-12.

Speakers include German university teachers, journalists, senior military officers and academic staff members of Haus Rissen. During the one-week seminar, they provide U.S. attendees with information on the political structure and history of Germany, the German education system, the structure and mission of the German Armed Forces, German-American relations today, the structure and processes of the European Union, and the Eastern enlargement of the European Union.  Lectures on each of these topics are presented with maximum time allowed for intensive discussion and exchange of opinions.  During the sessions, U.S. attendees have an opportunity to meet their German counterparts and further professional contacts.
U.S. non-commissioned officers, company and field grade officers, and equivalent-grade U.S. and local national civilian employees who have at least one year left in Germany are eligible to attend.  Commanders, public affairs and civil affairs officers, and U.S. personnel who deal with host nation authorities are especially encouraged to participate in the program.

The Office of the Chief, Public Affairs, HQ USAREUR/7A, provides funds for the seminar costs, lodging and meals.  Sending units and organizations must provide temporary duty orders and pay attendee travel expenses.

Personnel interested in attending Haus Rissen should contact Michael Beldermann, HQ IMA-E PAO, at DSN 370-8725, or e-mail: beldermannm@ima-e.army.mil.
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