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Mar.  7, 2003

HOME IS HERE

School Attendance Is Part of the Decision…

HEIDELBERG, GE – When considering a possible move of family members back to the States during deployments, families need to consider the impact on their school-age children.

Removing a child from school in Europe may add to feelings of confusion, disruption and loss of control, whereas remaining in their current school environment can help promote a feeling of stability and normalcy when it’s most needed.

Unlike stateside schools, DODDs is attuned to the role of schools in deployments.  Teachers receive training to assist kids dealing with the stress of deployments and to look for signs of distress.  DODDs schools conduct support groups to assist parents, as well as students who may be experiencing adjustment problems.  School staffs know their military communities and can refer students appropriately for other help and activities in their area.

In Europe, students also have better links to their deployed parent or parents through information from the Family Readiness Groups, the Rear Detachment Commander, and other community contacts.  They are in school with other children whose parents are deployed, so that they are not the only one in such a situation, and they have access to media outlets such as Stars and Stripes and AFN that focus more on topics of immediate interest to them than they would have through media in the States.

The degree to which children are affected by deployment of a parent will vary depending on the child’s age, developmental level, previous life experiences, and the reactions/emotions modeled by the adults in the child’s life.  Kids may feel angry that a parent is leaving or feel fearful about their own safety or that of their deployed parent.  Keeping kids in an environment they know and where they can have the most information possible will help alleviate those concerns.  The stress of a new school in a new location surrounded by new kids whose parents are not deployed may only add to the feelings of uncertainty.

Families who do choose to return to the U.S. should plan on immediately enrolling children in a stateside public school.  Continued, uninterrupted education must be a priority for every family.  It is a key element of stability and normalcy for children.

-MORE-
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DoDDs schools can provide parents with copies of school records to facilitate a transfer to a stateside school.  Upon return to Europe, a parent should bring exit records from the stateside school.  DoDDs will merge those grades with the DoDDs school grades. 

If parents choose not to enroll children in school, they are putting their children’s education at risk and may be in violation of stateside law at the temporary place of residence.

Parents should consider the disruption to their children’s studies – and lives -- in transferring them from one school to another and then possibly back again to Europe – all in the course of one school year.  DoDDs is another part of the support network available to families – they are ready to help.

-30-

[Editor’s Note:  The Home is Here campaign is designed to highlight services available in theater to families of deployed soldiers and information they should consider if contemplating a return to the States on their own.  It was initiated by senior USAREUR officials to educate families about the many resources available to them here during deployments and to help them understand the emotional and financial costs of an individual, non-command sponsored relocation to CONUS.   Its message is to stay here and stay connected.  The Army community is your family!]   
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