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Aug. 20, 2003

IMA-E Stalwart Award Winners Announced

HEIDELBERG, GE – Those IMA-E employees who contributed significantly to the new command’s accomplishments and high standards of performance since its activation Oct. 1, 2002, have been named to compete for the Headquarters IMA Stalwart Award.

Mr. Gustavo DeJesus, chief of the Management Business Branch in the Headquarters, IMA-E Engineer Division, is the Europe regional headquarters nominee.  He is recognized for his tremendous dedication to assisting the ASGs and BSBs with better business practices through review and analysis and other management tools.  His work in helping the various branches of the Engineer Division transition to IMA was critical, and during the initial stand-up of the regional headquarters, DeJesus represented IMA-E in numerous forums with various agencies.

Mr. Reginald Stewart, one of the three ASG and BSB nominee winners, is a library technician with the 284th BSB in Giessen.  He is honored for his outstanding initiative in promoting children’s reading with his Storymobile, which he created from an old Army bus.  Stewart also personally oversaw the redistribution of some 45,000 books from the Augsburg library to Army and DODDs libraries in Giessen and Friedberg.  He was named the Library of Congress’ Federal Library and Information Center Library Technician of 2002.

Mr. Karl Weisel, chief editor of the 104th ASG Herald Union newspaper and the ASG webmaster, is honored for his top-quality command information efforts to keep families informed.  He developed and updated a link on the ASG web page for frequently-asked questions related to deployment and strongly promoted the IMA-E “Home is Here” campaign.  His determination to insure thorough coverage of deployed units from his area lead him to deploy to Baghdad himself to create a special issue of the paper which family members welcomed.

Ms. Patricia Simoes, Public Affairs Officer for the 221st BSB in Wiesbaden, is also credited with outstanding efforts to bring command information to a new level in her community.  She developed and put in place a Command Information Network, a TV channel that reaches the local housing areas and offices, as well as a weekly BSB radio program on AFN Hessen.   She has actively engaging the media to highlight the sacrifices of the soldiers and families during these difficult times, facilitating numerous interviews both during deployment and redeployment.
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The four nominees now will be invited to attend the annual Garrison Commanders Conference in San Antonio, Texas, later this year where one winner from each of IMA’s seven regions and one from HQ IMA will be recognized at a formal dinner.

The IMA-E nominees were selected by a panel of the HQ IMA-E staff, based on packages submitted earlier in the month.

-30-

[EDITOR’S NOTE:  Please note the name of this award competition was changed by HQ IMA from IMA Hero to Stalwart to more accurately reflect the award’s intent to recognize continued excellence.]
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