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July 23, 2003

Stateside Ban on Iraqi Goods Lifted

By Robert Szostek, Provost Marshal Office PAO

Mannheim, Germany – The U.S. Government has lifted most of the economic trade sanctions imposed on Iraq. 

“This means that any rugs, carpets or other souvenirs that personnel buy while serving in Iraq can now be legally imported to the States,” said Michael Burkert of the European Command's Customs Executive Agency.

However, he added that there is one big exception: Items that are determined to be Iraqi cultural property or of archaeological, historical, cultural, rare scientific or religious importance -- illegally removed from the Iraq National Museum, the National Library or other locations in Iraq since Aug. 6, 1990 -- are not importable.  U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers are on a special watch for these stolen artifacts.
Burkert also added that any restricted items such as firearms, alcoholic beverages, tobacco products and endangered species items such as ivory, furs and caviar must still meet the standard conditions for import into the United States.

More information on U.S. trade embargoes can be found at the Office of Foreign Asset Control website at http://www.treas.gov/ofac.
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