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Aug. 11, 2003

Red Cross Offices Promote Free Layette Offer

HEIDELBERG, GE – Families expecting a baby or with newborns who have a spouse deployed for Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi Freedom should contact their local American Red Cross office to apply for a free layette.  

The American Red Cross Armed Forces Emergency Services is partnering with Spencer's Infant and Children's Clothing Co. to offer a complete layette to babies born of military service personnel deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. The layettes include a variety of infant apparel appropriate for the age and size of each baby receiving the gift.  

To qualify, the service person must be (or have been) deployed overseas or aboard a ship at sea directly supporting Operation Enduring Freedom in Kuwait (Camp Doha) or Saudi Arabia, the Caucus Region (Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, etc.), Operation Iraqi Freedom or the Philippines.  Spencer's is also making a layette gift available to the widows of military members killed at the Pentagon who have since had babies.   

During Operation Desert Storm, Spencer's provided more than 9,600 military families with layettes.  Debbie Jones, spokesperson for Spencer's, said that the company feels a great deal of pride in the U.S. military and their dedication to serve, and it is their way of saying "thank you" to service personnel.  

Requests must be made to Red Cross through the local Station Manager with name, address and phone number.   Families must be able to prove that they had a baby during this period by either bringing to the Red Cross Office a birth certificate and/or a case number/social security number and last name to be verified by the Red Cross.  The program is retroactive to September 11, 2001.
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