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Oct. 21, 2003

Army in Europe Motorcycle License Requirements Change December 1st

HEIDELBERG, GE – As of Dec. 1, 2003, Army in Europe Regulation 190-1 will require all Army personnel in Germany to include Soldiers, civilians and family members to complete a Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) training course to qualify for a U.S. forces motorcycle license.

The change to AE Regulation 190-1, Registering and Operating Privately Owned Motor Vehicles in Germany, is being implemented to provide hands-on training to Army motorcyclists.  The MSF course is designed to educate and train personnel on how to be safe and responsible motorcyclists.  

The MSF course will be required in addition to the current requirements for Army personnel to (1) have a motorcycle license issued in the United States, US territories, or another country; (2) attend a 4-hour motorcycle orientation course; (3) pass a 30-question motorcycle test; and (4) pass an Army in Europe motorcycle proficiency course conducted by community Driver Testing Stations.  

Applicants who fail either the written test or proficiency course must attend a German drivers school and obtain a certificate of proficiency (not a German drivers license) that they can ride a motorcycle safely on German roads.  

After completing the four requirements listed above, applicants who have not completed a MSF course in the last 3 years will be issued a 60-day temporary license to be used to attend the MSF course.  Individuals who do not complete the four requirements listed above will not be issued a U.S. Forces motorcycle license, cannot legally ride a motorcycle in Germany, and therefore, cannot attend a MSF course.  Personnel who require their motorcycle to complete the testing and proficiency course can obtain a one-day motorcycle registration from their local vehicle registration office.  This temporary registration will be extended for one year upon successful completion of the course.

Each Area Support Group in Germany will provide MSF courses.  Community Driver Testing Stations will provide information to license applicants on the locations and times MSF courses will be offered in their ASG.  
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