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Monday, December 08, 2003

Cigars, alcohol, coffee not welcome as imports in Germany APOs

Mannheim, Germany – As the holiday season approaches, many people stationed in Germany will order gifts or special treats over the Internet or by mail order. However, some things may not be mailed to your APO address from countries outside Germany due to customs and tax laws.

“For instance, coffee, tobacco products and alcoholic beverages are rationed and highly taxed in Germany and may not be mailed via the APO,” said Bill Johnson, Chief of the CG USAREUR Customs Executive Agency Services Branch. He said it is perfectly legal to have things like coffee, liqueurs or cigars sent to your German home address via the German mail system or a commercial parcel service. However, you are subject to pay tax and import duty which can sometimes be quite expensive. 

He also explained that using the APO to import any item for purposes other than personal use such as for resale, a business or volunteer organization is banned as well. Again, if you want to import items for these purposes, you have to use the civilian postal system or a parcel service, and are subject to pay import duties and tax. If you don't, you are violating the law by evading those taxes. Military customs import certificates, AE Forms 550-175A, which normally exempt you from paying tax and import duties on personally imported goods, cannot be issued for the noted items.

Johnson added that people should consult their local postal officer before ordering medication by mail order as the rules governing their importation can get very complicated.

Avoid nasty mail box surprises. Keep the APO for your personal use only and order the items mentioned above using your civilian address. Additional information concerning imports is available from any military customs or postal office.
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