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Missouri National Guard on patrol in Germany
by Donna Dean, Public Affairs Specialist, 233rd Base Support Battalion

DARMSTADT, GE -- Just a few weeks ago, 1st Lt. Christopher Ash was a deputy sheriff by day and a Missouri Army National Guard artilleryman on weekends. He's now among 35 Guard Soldiers who arrived in Darmstadt three weeks ago to replenish a military police unit scheduled to deploy in March to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.

Ash's company and almost 20 other Army National Guard companies are part of the National Guard Bureau's plan to convert 18 Army National Guard companies into temporary military police to provide security at installations in the United States and Germany while active and Reserve MP units are serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Ash says the soldiers were surprised when they were chosen for this new mission and initially weren't sure about retraining as an MP.

"As time went on they understood that there was a need for us to be MPs," he said. "National Guardsmen are strong and we'll do our mission no matter what it is. These Soldiers adapted and overcame. Their morale is great, they're getting great support from their families back home and from the staff here in Darmstadt. They are anxious to get out there to put some of their new skills and training to use."

Before deploying to Darmstadt, these 3rd Platoon artillerymen from Alpha Battery, 129th Field Artillery along with 1st Platoon, now in Hanau, and 2nd Platoon assigned to Baumholder, underwent a four-week military police course at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., home of the U.S. Army Military Police School. 

Ash, the 3rd Platoon leader, says the law enforcement training was new and a totally different environment for most of the Soldiers.

"We're from rural Missouri and most of the Soldiers are factory workers, a few are correction officers," he said. "The whole law enforcement scene was a shock to many of them."

Some of the training they received at Fort Leonard Wood included qualifying on the 9MM and other weapons, rape investigation, responding to domestic violence and search techniques. 
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"As commander of a tactical team for the Missouri Department of Corrections, the tactical training at Fort Leonard Wood wasn't that hard," said Spc. Troy Green, a former U.S. Air Force active duty and reservist airman. "I was more excited to learn about the law enforcement side such as search and seizure, rights of suspects, and the boundaries of MPs. A lot of the Soldiers don't have a law enforcement background so these classes helped us better understand what we were going to do."

Green joined the Army National Guard in May 2003 to "try it out for a year", telling his wife the National Guard would never deploy.

"Then, four months later I had to tell her I was wrong," he said. "But she's 100% supportive."

In Darmstadt, the Guardsmen spent one week in-processing, another week learning German language, culture and customs, and before beginning their on-the-job training last week, spent a week with 233rd Base Support Bn. investigators and MPs learning the local standard operating procedures.

With volunteer actors and rooms in the Army Community Service converted into apartments, the afternoon of domestic violence scenarios was a great learning experience for 10-year National Guard veteran Spc. Justin Walker.

"I think the scenarios were good learning," Walker said. "A lot of it was repetition because we went through it at Fort Leonard Wood but I probably learned more today than I did at the school because it was different people, different situations. I thought it was real good."

Walker, a self-contractor in Missouri, also believes the training and the deployment could be a stepping stone to a new career.

"I'd never thought about going into law enforcement but when I get back if I don't want to go back into contracting, this [deployment and training] may open some doors for me," he said. 

Walker said he wanted to do whatever needs to be done to support Operation Iraqi Freedom.

"If they want me to be an MP or whatever just to give someone else a break, I'll do it. Even if I'm not shooting the big guns, it's ok with me."

Capt. Wayne Ludwig, 233rd BSB Provost Marshal, said the active-duty MPs in Darmstadt have been working 12-hour shifts with little time off.

"With the Guard Soldiers here," he said, "it allows all MPs to go to eight-hour shifts with a fair amount of days off. 

Ludwig and the 92nd Military Police Co., the deploying unit, will certify the Guard Soldiers for the road at the end of their on-the-job road training. Ludwig said the MP school trained and qualified them to be military police officers and the 233rd BSB and 92nd MP Co. are giving them practical training to deal with U.S. Army Europe specific issues.

"These Soldiers have been very motivated since their arrival in Darmstadt," Ludwig said. "They are a professional bunch and eager to show their skills to the community. I am happy to have them here to help us."
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