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June 13, 2003

Motorcycle Safety Course to be Conducted
HEIDELBERG, GE – The Army and Air Force have joined together to sponsor a two-week Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) Instructor Preparation Workshop at Vogelweh, Germany, June 16-27, 2003.

Some 24 experienced motorcyclists, nominated from U.S. military communities across Europe, have volunteered to become MSF-certified instructors in their communities, following completion of the workshop.

During the intense two-week workshop, the instructor candidates will learn the nuts and bolts of teaching the MSF's Basic RiderCourse (BRC) and the Experienced RiderCourse (ERC) from MSF-certified Chief Instructors.  The candidates will learn how to teach the curriculums, manage range exercises, coach students, and evaluate student performance.  

As part of the course, the candidates will be required to pass a riding skill evaluation and knowledge test.  It is the same test used in the BRC; however, the standards are much higher for instructor candidates.

The course culminates with the instructor candidates teaching a BRC class of student riders.  Throughout the course, the chief instructors evaluate the candidates potential for becoming instructors.  Those passing the course will become certified MSF-instructors.  

Once certified, they may teach BRC and ERC at their home station, helping other motorcyclists become better riders by sharing their knowledge and skills.

The BRC is for beginners of all ages.  It consists of five hours of classroom instructions, which prepare students for ten hours of practical riding in a controlled, off-street environment.  Novice motorcyclists learn how to operate a motorcycle safely with emphasis on the riding skills and mind set necessary for dealing with traffic.
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The ERC is for riders with at least six months or 3,000 miles of continuous riding experience.  Experienced riders refine the critical mental and riding skills needed for survival in traffic.  

The courses cover emergency braking and maneuvering techniques, mental and physical aspects of safe riding, managing risks, lane optimization, protective gear, rider responsibility, motorcycle inspection and care, as well as the effects of alcohol and other drugs on riding.  Students are given a knowledge test and riding skill evaluation. 

This joint initiative, aimed at reducing motorcycle accidents, promotes safe riding habits   by making motorcycle safety courses more widely available to U.S. military personnel in Europe.  
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