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July 18, 2003

‘National Night Out’ Arrives Aug. 5 

By Robert Szostek, Provost Marshal Office PAO

Mannheim, GE -- The National Association of Town Watch has announced it will celebrate its 20th Annual National Night Out program on Tuesday, Aug. 5, 2003.  Army communities in Europe will participate in the National Night Out for the second time this year. 

National Night Out and the Safe Neighborhood Awareness Program (SNAP) are year-long community building campaigns designed to: 

· Heighten crime prevention awareness;

· Generate support for, and participation in, local anti-crime programs;

· Strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships; and

· Send a message to criminals to let them know neighborhoods are organized and fighting back.

Along with the traditional outside lights and front porch vigils, ASGs in Europe will hold various events such as block parties, community barbeques, canine demonstrations, Child-Find fingerprinting and photographing events, bike registration and inspection drives, SNAP crime prevention briefings, and child passenger safety displays.  McGruff, the crime dog, is also scheduled to appear in some communities, with presentations to the kids by him or the Drug Abuse Resistance Education officer.  Some communities will also promote tours of Military Police stations and displays of MP vehicles and host nation police equipment.  Communities will also hand out SNAP brochures and have a SNAP volunteer sign up sheet available to garner more interested volunteers.

Last year, National Night Out was the largest ever with some 33.3 million participants in 9,850 communities in all 50 states, military bases worldwide, U.S. territories and Canadian cities.  All celebrated a stronger, safer America.

Contact your local SNAP coordinator or Provost Marshal Office for more information on events in your area.
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[Note to editors:  Some communities will hold their National Night Out activities on days other than Aug. 5. Please check with your local SNAP coordinator for exact times and dates of events.]

Public Affairs Office


Unit 29353, Box 200 APO AE 09014


69033 Heidelberg


DSN 370-7549/7235  Tel.: 06221-57-7549/7235





    PRESS RELEASE

















