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Dec.  3, 2003

Annual Overseas Housing Allowance Survey Available Online Until Jan 31, 2004

Heidelberg, GE – The DOD Per Diem Travel and Transportation Allowance Committee has put their annual Overseas Housing Allowance (OHA) Survey on the internet this year at 
http://www.milsurveys.com/OHA to make it easier for more people to participate.

Because the survey was mailed in the past to only a sample of service members, many felt their utility and move-in expenses were not considered when the rates were calculated.  This year all service members who reside in privately leased quarters overseas and receive an OHA can complete the survey online.

The Per Diem Travel and Transportation Allowance conducts their OHA Utility and Move-in Housing Allowance (MIHA) Survey annually to collect utility and recurring maintenance expense data from service members who receive an overseas housing allowance.  They use this data to compute scientifically accurate OHA utility and MIHA allowances for service members worldwide.

The online questionnaire is similar in scope to previous surveys.  Respondents must have actual bills or records of their utility expenses and maintenance expenses for the last 12 months to complete the surveys.  They will be expected to compute a monthly AVERAGE for each of these expenses.  Service members who have lived off post less than 12 months can average known utility expenses.  For the MIHA portion, they will be asked to report actual moving in expenses.  Respondents may find it easier to take the survey at home in conjunction with their spouses.

To log in to the online survey, service members will be asked for their social security number to ensure the member is eligible to complete the survey.  The survey will issue a "ticket number" which service members can use if they wish to complete the survey in more than one session.  Once the survey is completed, responses will be held in the strictest confidence.

The survey is available on the Internet until 31 January 2004.  Service members who do not have access to the internet or prefer to work from a paper copy should contact the 266th Finance Command at DSN 379-5160 for hard copies of the surveys.
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