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September 26, 2003

IMA-E to Support New R&R Program

Heidelberg, GE -- Installation Management Agency-Europe communities throughout the command will be supporting the new Rest and Recuperation Program, announced by the Department of Defense on Sept. 24, 2003.

The program, a complementary effort to ongoing pass and leave options, is designed to provide a 15-day break for service members deployed on one-year tours in support of the war on terrorism.  In Europe, it will mean free flights for some 300-500 soldiers on leave arriving weekly into the Central Region, beginning Sept. 25, 2003.

ASG and BSB communities will work closely with unit Rear Detachment Commanders to support these well-deserved breaks for soldiers.  IMA-E will provide soldiers returning to home station the opportunity to retrieve their privately owned vehicles and some personal property items during their visit.  IMA-E assets will also support by providing ACS and chaplains assistance to families as needed.  

Many aspects of the Deployment Cycle Support initiatives will be incorporated into the soldiers’ return to help make this a safe and rewarding time.  Units will brief soldiers before they leave their current duty stations on matters such as finance, family reunions, suicide prevention, driving safety and more.  These topics will be reinforced once they arrive in Europe with additional training and provision for mental health screenings and counseling as needed.  

At arrival points, unit representatives will be available to assist soldiers in arranging their transportation back to home station in Europe or to organize a follow-on trip within Europe.

The main terminal at Rhein Main Air Force Base terminal will be open, and AAFES shopette and snack bar will be available prior to arrival time.  The USO Lounge will also be available.
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[EDITOR’S NOTE:  Please see related fact sheets for specific details of how soldiers will be able to access their POVs and private property.  Also, media interested in covering the return of soldiers participating in the program should contact HQ IMA-E Public Affairs at DSN 370-7235/8725 or commercial 06221-57-7235/8725.]

Public Affairs Office


Unit 29353, Box 200 APO AE 09014


Postfach 10 43 21, 69033 Heidelberg


DSN 370-7549/7235  Tel.: 06221-57-7549/7235





    PRESS RELEASE

















