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March 28, 2003

SNAP expert warns people to stay alert

By Robert Szostek, Office of the Provost Marshal PAO

Heidelberg, GE – In light of current world events, soldiers, civilian employees and family members need to increase their personal situational awareness. 

“This means when we travel to or from work or go shopping downtown, we need to stay aware of our surroundings and alert to the possibility of trouble,” said Maj. Shawn T. Driscoll, Safe Neighborhood Awareness Program (SNAP) officer for the Army in Europe’s Office of the Provost Marshal.  “If you notice suspicious behavior, report it to your local Military Police at once.”

What should I report?

You have a great asset to draw upon - your experience - when deciding what is suspicious. You know what is normal for your neighborhood… and what is not.  You know if something looks suspicious or potentially harmful to your security and that of your family.  If some behavior or an event seems to be outside the norm or causes you concern, tell the Military Police immediately.  Just remember, it’s your job to watch and report.  Let the Military Police handle the situation and take the appropriate action.  That is what they are trained to do.  

What information should I give the Military Police?

When reporting suspicious activity, it is helpful to give the most accurate description possible of the persons or vehicles involved, what caused you concern and the circumstances that occurred.  One example of suspicious activity may be observing persons that you don’t know or recognize offering a service or conducting surveys in your neighborhood.  Door-to-door solicitations are unauthorized in government housing areas.  Do not answer probing questions like, “Is your spouse home?” or allow these people access to your quarters.  Immediately notify the Military Police.  

Can I wait until I talk to my spouse or neighbor before I call the Military Police?

Call the Military Police immediately.  Timeliness of reporting is essential in the investigative process.  If notified soon enough, the Military Police can detain and identify suspicious persons.  
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If the individual leaves before the Military Police arrive, the description you provide can make all the difference.

Remember, you can make a difference in your neighborhood.  Stay alert!  

People who would like more security tips can contact their local SNAP coordinator or Provost Marshal Office for details, or consult the SNAP Internet pages at www.hqusareur.army.mil/opm/SNAP.htm.
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