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Nov.  25, 2003

SNAP Tips for the Holiday Season

MANNHEIM, Germany – The holiday season is not just a time of delight when people buy gifts, visit family or go on vacation.  It is also a time when many burglars are active. 

“Many burglars will spend no longer than 60 seconds trying to break into a home,” said Keisha Holmes, SNAP coordinator at the Army in Europe Office of the Provost Marshal. “Good locks and good neighbors who watch out for each other can be big deterrents to burglars.  Did you know that in almost half of all completed residential burglaries, thieves simply breezed in through unlocked doors or crawled through unlocked windows?”

She recommends people lock their doors whenever they leave their house, apartment or barracks room, even if it is only for a short time.

A lock on a flimsy door is about as effective as locking your car door ,but leaving the window down.  Inspect your doors and locks, and ask your landlord or housing office for assistance if your apartment or quarters need improvements.  Holmes recommends taking the following steps:

· If your doors don't fit tightly in their frames, install weather stripping around them.

· Make sure every external door has a sturdy, well-installed dead bolt lock. 

· Instead of hiding keys around the outside of your home, give an extra key to a neighbor you trust.

· Thieves hate bright lights. Install outside lights and keep them on at night.

· If your front door has a peep-hole, always use it before opening the door.

· Make a list of your valuables - VCRs, stereos, computers, jewelry.  Take photos of the items, list their serial numbers and description.  Check with law enforcement about engraving your valuables through Operation Identification.

· Ask your MP Station for a free home security survey. 
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“When you travel, leave shades, blinds and curtains in normal positions and have a neighbor pick your mail up,” she advised. 

She also suggests you create the illusion that you're at home using trusted neighbors or timers that will turn lights on and off in different areas of your house throughout the evening.  Lights burning 24 hours a day signal an empty house.  Remember:

· Don’t advertise that you will be away from your home or barracks room. Give the information only to people who need to know.

· Never leave a message on your answering machine that indicates you may be away; just say "I'm not available right now."

· Soldiers living in the barracks should secure personal belongings in a wall locker.

· When traveling in your car, always lock the doors when you leave the vehicle. Don’t display gifts openly. Lock them in the trunk while you shop.

More tips are available from your local Provost Marshal office, and for more information about SNAP in your community, contact your local MP Station.
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The Army in Europe emergency MP number is DSN 114.
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