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May 15, 2003

SNAP tips for vacation season

By Robert Szostek

MANNHEIM, Germany – Americans stationed in Europe can take many precautionary steps to minimize their chances of being victimized while on vacation.  A new Safe Neighborhood Awareness Program (SNAP) pamphlet can help you improve your personal security while traveling.  You can never be too careful, prepared or aware. 

“While you and your family are traveling, it's important to remember that tourists make tempting targets for thieves,” said Keisha Holmes, SNAP coordinator at the USAREUR/IMA Office of the Provost Marshal.  

Often lost or distracted, weighed down with bags, and carrying plane tickets, money and other valuables, unsuspecting travelers attract crime like a magnet.  Military personnel may also be targets for anti-American militants who live abroad.

“The best advice for you and your family is to blend in with the crowd,” Holmes added.

Traveling safely with your family also means sticking together and keeping an eye on children at all times. 

“Whenever you travel, don’t let your dress or mannerisms identify you as military,” she advised.  “Be anonymous. Avoid loose talk that will identify you as military.”

Holmes also explained that while you are away, good crime prevention will keep your home safe for your return:

· Leave shades, blinds and curtains in normal positions. 

· Don't let mail and flyers pile up in your mailbox. Have a neighbor pick them up.
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· Create the illusion that you're at home using trusted neighbors or timers that will turn lights on and off in different areas of your house throughout the evening. Lights burning 24 hours a day signal an empty house.

· Don’t advertise that you will be gone. Give the information only to people who need to know.  Never leave a message on your answering machine that indicates you are away from home; say, "I'm not available right now."

She also gave the following advise for people who will be driving on their vacation:

· Never leave your car unoccupied with the motor running or with children inside. 

· When approaching and leaving your vehicle, be aware of your surroundings.  Do not approach the car alone if suspicious people are in the area. 

· Always lock your car when it's parked, even if the stop is brief.  Keep packages or valuables out of sight, preferably locked in the trunk.  Maps and guidebooks on the seat or dashboard advertise that you're a tourist - keep them in the glove compartment. 

· If another car harasses you on the highway, keep your eyes on the road.  Stay cool, avoid eye contact with the aggressive driver and don't react to provocation. Get the license plate number, a description of the driver and vehicle, and go to the nearest MP or police station to file a complaint.

· Never pick up hitchhikers.

Contact your local SNAP coordinator or Provost Marshal Office for more security tips. 

-30-

Public Affairs Office


Unit 29353, Box 200 APO AE 09014


69033 Heidelberg


DSN 370-7549/7235  Tel.: 06221-57-7549/7235





    PRESS RELEASE

















