HQ U.S. Army Installation Management Agency, Europe Region
   [image: image1.wmf]

March 3, 2004

New Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) Certificate in Effect

HEIDELBERG, Germany – Local passport offices are issuing a new Status of Forces Agreement (SOFA) certificate for Germany-based US Forces as of Jan. 15, 2004, to replace SOFA stamps in passports. 

“After decades of issuing rubber stamp or paper copy SOFA certificates with tourist passports for U.S. Forces personnel in Germany, the new certificate represents a dramatic step forward in modernizing our system,” stated Mr. John Chaisson, 1st Personnel Command’s senior personal affairs specialist.  “It replaces manual control logs with a computerized database and employs a hologram, special paper, and other security features to minimize the potential for forgery.”  

Another important feature is an expiration date, which will preclude individuals no longer associated with the U.S. Forces from claiming status under the SOFA if they remain in Germany.  

The new certificate is a separate laminated document that will be carried with the passport.  There will be a one-year transition period to allow personnel time to acquire the new certificate. The deadline is Jan. 15, 2005.  After that, German officials will no longer recognize the current SOFA stamp in U.S. tourist passports for entry into Germany.   

Uniformed members of the U.S. Forces in Germany do not need these certificates.  Neither do civilians who possess an official passport with a SOFA stamp inside that was issued by the State Department.  The official passport, also known as a “no-fee” passport because it was issued by the State Department at no cost to the individual, may be red or blue, but is marked “official.”

“However, civilians associated with the U.S. Forces – employees and family members -- who possess only a tourist passport must have their existing SOFA certificate replaced with the new one if they will still be in Germany after Jan. 15, 2005,“ said Chaisson. “Only personnel with an official passport are exempt from getting the new certificate.  They should contact their local passport processing office – collocated with installation ID card sections -- to make arrangements for certificate replacement.”    
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While the initiative represents only a format change to the certificate, the importance of obtaining the new certificate should not be underestimated. In addition to serving as an entry permit, the certificate is tangible proof that authorized U.S. personnel are eligible for tax- and duty-free shopping at the exchange and commissaries, for gas coupons, and other benefits U.S. Forces enjoy under the SOFA.
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