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Feb. 3, 2004

Memorial Service for Former IMA-E MWR Chief Scheduled for Feb. 4

Heidelberg, GE – A memorial service for Ms. Sandy Wood, former Headquarters, Installation Management Agency-Europe (IMA-E) Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) chief, will be conducted at the Mark Twain Village Chapel in Heidelberg on Feb. 4, at 11:00 a.m.

Wood, 59, passed away Jan. 19, 2004, in Honolulu, Hawaii, from liver and colon cancer.  She had only recently departed IMA-E in Oct. 2003, having accepted a new position as the MWR chief with the IMA Pacific Region.  

A native of Jacksonville, Ala., Wood was awarded the Order of the White Plume just before her death, the highest award for MWR personnel, in light of her tremendous contributions to the field.

Well-known for her upbeat, energetic approach to work and life, she arrived in HQ USAREUR in 1999 to assume the lead of MWR.  In October 2002, she made the move to the IMA-E headquarters in that position.  It was a fitting position for her to hold, having started her career with Army MWR programs, working with youth programs in Bavaria in 1979.  

She quickly used her leadership skills and creative ideas as she moved in 1984 to a position with the G-l, Child and Youth Office at VII Corps headquarters.  While there, some of her initiatives in developing training materials and establishing partnerships with other organizations were, not only the foundation for many Army policies, but also for her unique recognition in 2001 with the Army’s Children and Youth Pioneer Award.  

Wood always put people first and this led to positions of increasing responsibility in Heidelberg Family Support and then with Department of the Army Headquarters in 1989-1991 and in 1995. Over her 20-year career, she held many other positions and was known throughout the Army from installation level to Department of Army.  She served in the U.S. Army Pacific (USARPAC) from 1991-1995, at the Military District of Washington from 1995-1999, with HQ USAREUR from 1999-2002, with IMA-Europe from 2002-2003, and lastly with IMA-Pacific from 2003-2004.   
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Throughout this career encompassing the Pacific, the States, and Europe, she enriched the lives she touched and touched each of the lives she served throughout the MWR world.

Wood received a Master’s Degree in education from Georgia State University and completed work at the Executive Leadership Program at George Washington University.  She attended Army Management Staff College in 1993 and was a fellow at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School Senior Executive Program in 2002.

During her career, Wood also received the Decoration for Meritorious Civilian Service for leadership and improving the quality of life for soldiers and families (2003, IMA-EURO) and (1995, USARPAC); Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel Officer of the Year (1993, USARPAC); Commander’s Award for Civilian Service (1991, Department of Army) and (1987, HQ, VII Corps).  

Interment will be at the Maple Grove Cemetery in Alexandria, AL.
She is survived by her mother, Ms. Velma Wood; her husband, Mr. Michael White; a brother, Thomas Wayne Wood; a sister, Debbie Smith; her son, Robert Rowan, his wife Renee and grandsons Alex Rowan and Justin Doyal; a step-son Matthew White; and two married step-daughters, Jamie Raaum and Michelle Bricker.  She was preceded in death by her stepson Christopher White. Her beloved Bischon dog, Patches who graced MWRD daily, will remain in Hawaii as part of the IMA-PARO MWRD family. 
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