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Dec. 9, 2002

Security and Crime Prevention Tips for the Holidays 

Heidelberg, GE – The Christmas and New Year season is a good time to review your personal and home security/crime prevention measures.  

Staying alert and taking precautions both at home and on the road can help insure the holidays are a safe and joyous time for you and your loved ones.
· Prior to going away, do not discuss your travel plans in public places; only tell those who need to know that you will be away.
· Check the US State Department website for security information on the countries you are travelling to or through.
· Ensure, prior to departing, that all doors and windows are secure including the garage.
· Leave a light, radio, etc, on to make it appear that someone is home.   Use an automatic timer if possible.
· Unplug or turn off telephone ringers if you do not have an answering machine.
· Unplug all unnecessary electrical equipments.
· Ask a neighbor to keep an eye on your home and remove mail, newspapers, etc.
· If possible, ask a neighbor to draw curtains in your house at night and open them in the morning.
· Do not hide a spare key; leave one with a trusted neighbor.
· Use civilian addresses for tickets, luggage tags, reservations and other travel documents.
· Ensure your unit/supervisor knows where you intend to be and how to get a hold of you.
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HOLIDAY SECURITY/2-2-2

When Away 
· Never leave keys unattended
· Never leave your luggage unattended
· Never carry packages for other people unless you have personally checked the contents.
· Do not display military IDs, stickers or unit logos or leave items of military equipment or clothing visible in your car.
· Conceal your issued car pass; do not leave it on display.
· Keep a low profile, and be discreet in revealing your NATO and/or a military affiliation.
· Do not flash large sums of money, and do not carry documents, credit cards, or large sums of money that you do not need to have on your person.   Carry valuables and belongings in a secure manner.
· Carry out a covert check of the underside of your vehicle before entering when it has been left unattended.
· Avoid secluded areas, poorly lit streets and narrow alleys.
· Stay away from known “trouble spots”.
· Be wary of pickpockets, especially in crowded areas and at major tourist attractions.
-30-

Public Affairs Office


Unit 29353, Box 200 APO AE 09014


69033 Heidelberg


DSN 370-7549/7235  Tel.: 06221-57-7549/7235





    PRESS RELEASE

















