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Twins Serve Together in Europe

By Sgt. Peter Fitzgerald, PAO, 7th Signal Brigade, Mannheim, Germany

HEIDELBERG, GE – Visitors passing through the guard point onto Sullivan Barracks in Mannheim, Germany, often mistake Matt and Mark Truscott for the same person. Some worry that this “one” soldier is pulling too much guard duty. That is, until they find out the two are actually identical twins.

“So often people come through and ask, ‘Don’t you ever get time off?’” said Staff Sgt. Mark Truscott. “We have to convince people we are twins.”

He and his brother, Staff Sgt. Matthew Truscott, are part of Task Force Keystone, a unit of Pennsylvania National Guard soldiers here performing force protection duties in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. The soldiers arrived in July and are from A Company, 876th Engineer Battalion, out of Johnstown, Pa. 

The twin brothers in the unit are not only alike in appearance, but in almost every other way. They share a home back in the states where they both work as welders. Both are Sunday school teachers and youth directors for their church. They joined the National Guard together because they both wanted to serve in the Army. 

Here, the two are squad leaders and relieve each other on guard shifts. Guard duty is often a source of confusion for those who don’t know the two are twins. 

Sgt. Billy Ward, strength management noncommissioned officer, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 7th Signal Brigade, said he came to the realization one day while pulling duty at the brigade’s Emergency Operation Center. The EOC is where force protection soldiers sign in for equipment before their shifts.

“I thought it was always the same person signing for radios until one day one of them mentioned his brother. Then it dawned on me that these guys must be twins,” he said.
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TWINS/2-2-2

Although it may be confusing to some, Matt Truscott said having his twin brother here has helped him during the deployment .

“It’s nice to have somebody with you, someone you trust,” he said.

Mark agreed, saying that the two can speak for each other, both knowing how the other would think or feel about something. Those around them feel the same way. 

“When they say something, it’s always ‘we,’” said Sgt. K. Robert Sottile, a team leader in Mark’s squad. 

Sgt. 1st Class Thomas Kopler, platoon sergeant for the 80-member task force, said he can tell the two apart only by a little scar on Mark’s forehead.

“They are very much alike. When I’m talking to one, I feel I am talking to the other,” he said. 

Despite their many similarities, the twins do have some differences. Matt is right-handed and Mark is ambidextrous. Mark said he isn’t good with money, but his brother is. They both love football, but root for different teams.

“He’s a (Kansas City) Chiefs fan and I’m a (Green Bay) Packers fan,” said Mark. “That’s about the only thing we’re really at odds with.”

As squad leaders, Kopler said the two bring a lot to the unit.

“They do an excellent job,” he said. “They bring values, ethics and character, and they impart those qualities onto their squads.”

Sottile, who has served with Mark since 1996, said he’s learned a lot from the brothers.

“I’ve improved my leadership skills and learned to take things more seriously. I’m glad to have them here,” he said.

The Truscotts are actually one of three sets of brothers in the unit. Spc. David Darcangelo and Spc. Ray Darcangelo are siblings, and so are Spc. Jacob Myers and Pfc. Joseph Myers. 

Having the bothers serve together helps make the unit closer, said Kopler. 

“Most of these guys know each other back home and have worked together in the Guard for the past 5 to 15 years,” he said. “Now that they’ve deployed together, it makes them even closer.”

David Darcangelo said the unit is like his “extended family.”

“A lot (of them) are friends I’ve known since I was 3 or 4,” he added. “It makes it a lot easier.”

Though they are away from home, the Truscotts say they’ve gotten a lot out of the experience. During their time off they’ve been able to travel to 15 different countries.

“It gives you something to look forward to while you’re here and something to look back on after you leave,” said Mark.
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TWINS/3-3-3

The chance to serve in Operation Enduring Freedom has also been something they’ve wanted to do as soldiers. Like many of the soldiers in Task Force Keystone, the brothers live close to where the hijacked United Flight 93 crashed landed in Pennsylvania during the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

“We just felt it was something that had to be done,” added Mark. “It’s been good because people seem to appreciate what we’re here.”

They are doubly appreciative, no doubt.
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