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April 28, 2003

Winners Named in 2003 Army Europe Tournament of Plays

By Jim Sohre, IMA-E Entertainment Director

HEIDELBERG, GE --  “Once upon a time,” Bamberg’s Stable Theatre lived happily ever after.  And that “time” was April 26th, the date of the annual Army Europe Tournament of Plays “Topper” Awards Show, where their heartfelt production of the Broadway musical “Into the Woods” carried home 10 honors, the most of any show, including the top spot as Best Musical.  

Also striking “Topper” gold were the Best Drama, Wiesbaden’s Amelia Earhart Playhouse thriller “Wait Until Dark;” and the perennial favorite “Same Time, Next Year,” named Best Comedy as mounted by Mannheim’s Off Main Street Theatre and Rhein-Neckar Theatre Company.

A highly charged, electric atmosphere has become a trademark at “Topper” shows, and this annual event once more galvanized the large corps of Europe-wide volunteer and staff directors, technicians, and performers into a wildly cheering mass.  As the evening progressed, 74 Toppers, and 197 framed nomination certificates were conferred in a variety of performance and technical categories.  The fast pace never let up, and enthusiasm never waned as the standing-room-only crowd was carried along with the mounting excitement in the big awards build-up to the naming of the Best Shows.  

It was an unusually strong year for musicals, as reflected by the wide spread of musical awards.  SHAPE Entertainment Center’s lavish, large cast “My Fair Lady” was singled out for Best Scene Painting, Set Design, Musical Director, Technical Director, Actor in a Minor Role, and Best Actor.  “I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change” at Vicenza’s Soldiers Theatre was a jewel of a show, with a Best Ensemble-winning cast (including Best Actress Diane Montgomery) led by their talented new staffer Allen Ebert, honored as Best Director of a Musical.   His “designing” wife, Karen Ebert matched him with a nod for her Best Lighting.  Two mainstays of Razz-Ma-Tazz Family theatre got their turn for “Beauty and the Beast”: Paul Fairbrother (Props), and Dani-Shields Weiss (Actress in a Minor Role).  

Giessen’s “The Goodbye Girl” said “hello” to honors for Kristin Cervantes as Best Chorus Member, and David McGown Turner for House Management of the Keller Theatre and Pub.  Vilseck’s Bavarian Arts Guild had a winner with “Hello, Dolly” for Ceci Green’s Costumes, and Staff Sgt. Steven Stanfill’s fanciful choreography.  Stanfill, an alum of the Army Soldier Show, 
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also won as Best Supporting Actor for what the judges unanimously hailed as “the best performance of ‘Barnaby’ we have ever seen.”  Still, it was Bamberg’s night, and their journey to the woods netted musical awards for Make-Up, Youth Performance, Military Performer, Minor Actress, Supporting Actress, Debut Performance, Sound Design, Orchestra, and Instrumentalist.  

As produced by Kaiserslautern Army Community Theatre, “Over the Tavern” was a formidable challenger in the Comedy category, as it walked off with several prestigious  honors for Actress (Jaqui Haggerty), Supporting Actress (Josephine Perkins), and Youth Performance (Tyler Proctor).  The delighted Proctor bounded up on the stage so quickly to claim his award that he had almost come and gone before anyone got a chance to see him.  The entire cast shared the honor as Best Ensemble for a Comedy, and Impresario Jim Danek was rewarded for his Best Sound and Set Design.      

Heidelberg’s Roadside Theatre had a “palpable hit” with “Twelfth Night,” duly noted with top recognition for Costume Construction, Make-Up, and Stage Manager (Jane Helfrich), and memorable performances by two talented young men, Jeremiah Creiglow (Supporting Actor) and Dale Coldwells (Minor Actor).  Mannheim’s top win for “Same Time, Next Year” brought with it mentions for Best Director (Andrew Meredith), Lights (Tim Clark), and Actor (Andrew Culjak).  The latter tied with Ray Desmond, who turned in his Best Actor performance in Stuttgart Theatre Center’s “As Bees in Honey Drown,” for which Isabel Olson Clancy was given the “Topper” for Best Props for a Comedy.

Since theatre folks are inherently “dramatic,” the Drama category generates heated interest.  Topping the list as Actor and Actress were Markus Michaelis (“Wait Until Dark”) and Deborah Stubbs (“The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds” – Ansbach), both turning in definitive performances.  Best Drama Directors Jerry Beatty and Skot Davis led “Dark” to its big win, but not without stiff competition from the multi-nominated Darmstadt Performing Arts Center (“Steel Magnolias”) and Spangdahlem Act Eifel (“The Diary of Anne Frank”).   “Magnolias” not only won for Make-Up, Lighting, and Supporting Actress (Kathleen Palmer), but also took the coveted honor for Best Ensemble for a Drama.  “Anne Frank” was named for its Best Costumes, Minor Actress (long-time participant Dawn Bingman in a popular win), and tie for Minor Actors for the portrayers of the “Green Police” (Ryan Davis and Andrew Crawford).

The annual Tournament of Plays is produced by the Entertainment program, Morale Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) Division, Installation Management Agency-Europe, to provide incentives, awards, and training to Army Community Theatres.  However, Air Force Europe theatre programs are also able to be included in the Tournament, space permitting.  Consequently, this year not only saw the continuation of entries from Ramstein’s Razz-Ma-Tazz Family Theatre (“Beauty and the Beast”) and Spangdahlem’s ACT Eifel (“The Diary of Anne Frank), but the addition of RAF Alconbury Performing Arts with a delightful production of the comedy “Harvey.”  Their director, Brianne Reynolds, was honored with a special “Topper” for her creation of an innovative youth apprentice program, which mentors young people to fill key roles on the production team.

Attesting to the overall growth of program quality, each participating community took home Toppers and/or a boxful of framed nomination certificates.  Another “minor miracle” occurred this Tournament season when the Garmisch Players opened a new theatre space on Artillery Kaserne.  In spite of cutbacks and world events (or perhaps because of them), the persisting need for self-expression, intellectual and emotional fulfillment, and live entertainment continues.
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The popular “Topper” Awards (so named from the acronym ToP, for Tournament of Plays) drew a crowd of nearly 600 from throughout Germany, Belgium, and Italy.  After networking and partying at the pre-show cocktail party in Heidelberg’s Village Pavilion, the crowd settled into their seats, as the Tournament Singers, 14 of Army Europe’s most talented program participants, got the audience worked up with a medley of songs from current Broadway hits, or as it has lovingly become known: “Twenty-six Songs in Seventeen Minutes.”

In his opening remarks, Lt. Gen. Michael L. Dodson, Deputy Commander of U.S. Army, Europe, praised and congratulated the amassed staff and volunteers.  He noted “by participating in your individual field programs, you also play a major role in the total U.S. Forces Quality of Life effort.  Indeed, the Entertainment program has an enviable reputation for serving soldiers, their families, and the civilian workforce.”

And from there on, the evening was off and running at a fever pitch.  VIP presenters (including Army Area Support Group and Base Support Battalion commanders, Directors of Community Activities, and Recreation personnel) strode up to the stage in rapid succession to announce the winners and to present the awards to stunned, grinning, and emotional winners.  The cheering almost never let up as the nominees were announced in 64 categories.  Since the nominees are not announced in advance, the first time that anyone hears the honorees is on the spot at the ceremony, building the suspense even further.

Selections from the six musical entries proved a delightful addition to the program, and these guest performers clearly relished showing off for their peers.  Indeed, LTC Clay Bridges, singing “On the Street Where You Live,” had the crowd going wild as he held a high note for an incredible length of time before finishing the musical phrase to a roar of approval.  Bridges was later named Best Actor in a Minor Role in a Musical for his turn in “My Fair Lady.” 

An additional four special awards were conferred for excellent achievement that fell outside the “box.”  A high point of the evening was the final award, a Special Topper for Outstanding Command Support, which was presented to the Commander of the 6th Area Support Group, Stuttgart, a very surprised Colonel Larry Stubblefield.  He has not only attended every show during his tenure in Stuttgart, but was instrumental in having his local community theatre renovated.  His unwavering interest, enthusiasm, and loyalty directly contributed to the improvement and continuity of one of Army Europe’s best programs.    

Victoria Hanrahan, the Entertainment Director for the 235th Base Support Battalion, Ansbach, was named the recipient of the prestigious James T. Martin Award for Individual Excellence in the Army Entertainment Program.

From the last weekend of February through the first weekend of April, three industry professionals adjudicated the entries in their home theatres:  Dan LaMorte, New York-based freelance director and acting teacher; Brid McBride, noted Irish critic and producer of the Dundalk Maytime Theatre Festival; and Carole Gutierrez, LA-based actress and teacher, with numerous television and regional theatre credits.  After viewing a performance of each production, the team presented a 30-minute critique.  Then, at the end of the adjudication period, the three compared notes, and nominated and awarded the outstanding achievements.  Additionally all three gave eight free workshops in directing, acting and Irish dance.
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The 2003 Army Europe Tournament of Plays was enhanced by generous sponsorship from The English Theatre Frankfurt, and Le Meridien Parkhotel, the former donating a pair of tickets that were given away at each participating Army theatre, and the latter sweetening the pot with an overnight stay and dinner for two at their Frankfurt property given away in a grand drawing.  The grand prize winner was Mr. Dan Reilly, 6th Area Support Group, Stuttgart.

The complete list of winners follows: 
Best Comedy:  Same Time, Next Year, Mannheim Off Main St. Theatre & 

                                        Rhein Neckar Theatre Co. 

Best Musical:  Into the Woods, Bamberg Stable Theatre

Best Drama:  Wait Until Dark, Wiesbaden Amelia Earhart Playhouse

Best Director - Comedy:  Andrew J. Meredith, Same Time, Next Year

                          Musical:  Allen Ebert, I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change

                          Drama:   Jerry Beatty and Skot Davis, Wait Until Dark

PERFORMANCE AWARDS - COMEDY

Best Actor in a Comedy (TIE):




Andrew Culjak, Same Time, Next Year




Raymond Patrick Desmond, As Bees in Honey Drown

Best Actress in a Comedy:  
Jacqui Haggerty, Over the Tavern

Best Supporting Actor in a Comedy:  Jeremiah Creiglow, Twelfth Night
Best Supporting Actress in a Comedy:  Josephine G. Perkins, Over the Tavern 

Best Actor in a Minor Role in a Comedy:  Dale Coldwells, Twelfth Night

Best Actress in a Minor Role in a Comedy (TIE):




Renee Favors, Mrs. Pong, The Primary English Class




Anna Lindenberg-Webb, The Nerd
Best Ensemble for a Comedy:  Over the Tavern, Kaiserslautern Army 

                                                          Community Theatre          




PERFORMANCE AWARDS - DRAMA

Best Actor in a Drama:  Markus Michaelis, Wait Until Dark

Best Actress in a Drama:  Deborah Stubbs, The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-

                                                    the-Moon Marigolds 

Best Supporting Actor in a Drama:  Bernard Slayton, Blues for an Alabama Sky

Best Supporting Actress in a Drama:  Kathleen Palmer, Steel Magnolias

Best Actor in a Minor Role in a Drama (TIE):




Andrew Crawford, The Dairy of Anne Frank




Ryan Davis, The Dairy of Anne Frank

Best Actress in a Minor Role in a Drama: Dawn Bingman, The Diary of Anne Frank
                      

Best Ensemble for a Drama:  Steel Magnolias
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PERFORMANCE AWARDS – MUSICAL 

Best Actor in a Musical:  Corporal Ian Grainger, My Fair Lady

        


Best Actress in a Musical:  Diane Montgomery, I Love You, You’re Perfect, 

                                                  Now Change

Best Supporting Actor in a Musical:  SSG Steven J. Stanfill, Hello, Dolly!

Best Supporting Actress in a Musical:  Lori Anne Bickett, Into the Woods

Best Actor in a Minor Role in a Musical:  LTC Clay Bridges, My Fair Lady

Best Actress in a Minor Role in a Musical (TIE):




Barbara Lilian Kraft, Into the Woods




Dani Shields-Weiss, Beauty & The Beast

Best Chorus Member:  Kristin Cervantes, The Goodbye Girl

Best Ensemble for a Musical:  I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change             

SPECIAL AWARDS

James T. Martin Award for Individual Excellence:  Victoria Hanrahan
Best Youth Performance in a Play:  Tyler Proctor, Over the Tavern


Best Youth Performance in a Musical:  Silas Lohrenz, Into the Woods

Best Military Performer Play:  Lt. Col. Keith H. Maxwell, The Diary of Anne Frank

Best Military Performer in a Musical:  SGT Christopher Cotton, Into the Woods

Best Debut Performance in a Play:  SPC Terra Coles, Blues for an Alabama Sky

Best Debut Performance in a Musical:  John Whitelaw, Into the Woods

Outstanding Photographic Research & Slide Show Design: Brigitta Gsell

Creation of the Inventive Apprentice Program: Brianne Reynolds

Outstanding Volunteer Contribution: Stephen Simpson

Outstanding Command Support: COL Larry Stubblefield

TECHNICAL AWARDS

Best Stage Manager of a Comedy:  Jane Helfrich, Twelfth Night

Best Technical Director for a Musical:  CMSgt. Thomas Scheide, My Fair Lady

Best Stage Manager of a Drama:   Julika Weinecker, Shirley Valentine, Giessen

Best Make-up -  Comedy: Twelfth Night, Heidelberg Roadside Theater



                            Musical:  Into the Woods, Bamberg Stable Theatre

                            Drama:  Steel Magnolias, Darmstadt Performing Arts Center

Best Costume Design - Comedy: Elfi Carberry & Michiel Devito, Twelfth Night

                                       Musical:  Ceci Green, Hello, Dolly!

                                       Drama:  The Diary of Anne Frank, Spangdahlem ACT Eifel 

Best Lighting Design - Comedy:  Timothy Clark, Same Time, Next Year

                                       Musical:  Karen Ebert, I Love You, You’re Perfect, 

                                                                    Now Change, Vicenza Soldiers Theatre 

                                       Drama:  Kristen Cox, Steel Magnolias
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Best Set Design - Comedy:  Jim Danek, Over the Tavern

                              Musical:  Michael Rhodes, My Fair Lady           

                              Drama:  Bernd Roeder, The Twilight of the Golds

Best Sound Design – 

                                Comedy:  Jim Danek, Over the Tavern

                                 Musical:  SGT Christopher Cotton, Jack Austin, Into the Woods

                                 Drama:  SFC Derrek Gilmore, Gamma Rays

Best Stage Properties - Comedy:  Isabel Olsen Clancy, As Bees in Honey Drown

                                        Musical:  Paula Fairbrother, Beauty & The Beast

                                        Drama:  Blues for an Alabama Sky, SHAPE 

Best Choreography:  SSG Steven J. Stanfill, Hello, Dolly!

Best Instrumentalist:  SPC Kevin Tangney, Into the Woods

Best Orchestra:  Into the Woods

Best Musical Director:  SFC Joan Murray, My Fair Lady

Best House Management: Giessen Keller Theatre

Best Scene Painting:  My Fair Lady

Best Program:  Bill Audretsch, Blues for an Alabama Sky

Best Poster:  Love Letters
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