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Shop Around for Travel Ideas

HEIDELBERG, Germany – Living in Europe can be one of the most rewarding times of your life – not only professionally, but personally as well – if you take advantage of the travel opportunities at your feet and fingertips.

Never been on a volksmarch?  Try it!  They are an inexpensive, fun way to see different towns and countryside and get some exercise.  The medals make nice souvenirs or even small Christmas presents for folks back home.  The first time you walk into a large sporthalle, filled with other walkers and the town’s people, you may feel a little awkward finding the “startkarte” table, but after that, you’ll be hooked.  A lovely two-hour walk through the woods and fields will make you really enjoy that wurst and beer back in the halle when you return.

Many cities have their own web sites.  In Germany, you can simply type www.townname.de to get loads of information on a potential travel designation.  The sites offer information about the city’s important sights, hotels, restaurants, and more.  Even without speaking Germany, you can make out a good deal of the information, and some web pages have their information in English as well.

And what about the train?  Unlike the States, European trains are widely used and well-connected.  You’ll find them extremely convenient in getting to the heart of a city.  Take a look at the German train web page:  www.bahn.de  Again, even without German, you can easily see where to enter your departure town (von…) to where you want to go (bis…)  This web site gives you everything you need to go to include all the train schedules, change points (umsteige-bahnhoefe), departure and arrival times, train numbers, costs, etc.  Offers for train and hotel packages on this site are another good way to go exploring.  

This web site also provides information on last-minute tour offers, not only with the train, but with flights as well.  If you haven’t discovered the last minute tour agencies, do try one.  There are many now in operation and some focus on specific areas like Turkey.  Many offer tremendous savings – if your travel days match theirs.  In Germany at the Frankfurt International Airport, there is a travel shop upstairs with dozens of these companies and their last-minute flight and flight/hotel offers.  It is a very popular place.  Take a walk-through to look at their posted offers and then get in line to talk it over with one of the representatives.

-MORE-

2-2-2/HN EVENTS

For those interested in particular German fests, you may want to visit specific city web sites, such as Muenchen.de or www.oktoberfest.de for Oktoberfest which will be Sept. 20-Oct. 5, 2003.   Others are:

Stuttgart.de

canstatter-volksfest.de

Sept. 27, 2003, 1100 hours – Oct.. 12, 2003, 2300 hours

Bad-Kreuznach.de

www.nix-wie-ennunner.de

largest fun fair and wine fest between the Rhine, Mosel, Nahe and Saar

Aug. 15-19, 2003

Heilbronn.de

heilbronn-marketing.de

Unterlaender Volksfest, Aug. 1-11, 2003

Bad-Duerkheim.de

www.duerkheimer-wurstmarkt.de

Wurstmarkt 2003 (wine fest & rides):  Sept. 12-16 and Sept. 19-22, 2003

In Italy, consider the American beach on the Italian Riviera at Camp Darby in Livorno.  The Sea Pines Lodge at DSN 633-7221/7225 can make arrangements for you to stay in a cabin on post.  The Information, Tour & Travel reservations desk at DSN 633-7589 can provide the I.D. cardholder with information on all of their available tours throughout the Tuscany region of Italy.  If you decide not to stay on the installation, there are many hotels and bed and breakfasts to choose from in the area.  Pisa, home of the Leaning Tower, is a short 10-minute drive from Camp Darby.  

The Adventure Travel Center on Caserma Ederle in Vicenza, Italy, can provide you with a list of their tours as well.  Just phone DSN 634-7094/7453 or visit www.22asg.vicenza.army.mil.  Venice is an easy train ride away, and Verona in the opposite direction off Autostrada A-4 is a beautiful example of an old Roman town.  From Vicenza, both are about 30-minute trips.  

To get a broad idea on interesting places to visit in Belgium, check the www.visitbelgium.com website.  It will give you a general view of Belgium with points of interests and a calendar of events by per month.  Like in Germany, most cities in Belgium have their own websites that you can easily access by typing for instance www.brugge.be. Some cities have their information available in English, too.

To travel around Belgium, the easiest way to avoid traffic jams and parking problems, especially in the Brussels area, is to take the train and the metro.  All information on train schedules, rates, special offers can be obtained in English at www.sncb.be. 
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Information on local community events is posted on the 80th ASG website at www.80asg.army.mil.  Under "entertainment," you can check the monthly calendar of things to do, which includes flea markets, volksmarches, festivals, concerts, displays, commemorative ceremonies, etc.  Basic information like opening hours, entrance fees and a phone number is given on each event listed by date.  On the same webpage, you will also find maps and directions to several interesting locations in Belgium.

If visiting the Netherlands, the website www.holland.com gives overall information on the Netherlands, but also features particular cities.  Most larger cities have their website in English and can be read by typing the name of the city followed by .nl, such as www.denhaag.nl.  You can also get a calendar of events through the 80th ASG website (www.80asg.army.mil) by checking the 254th BSB sub-page.
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