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Wrecked cars need customs clearance
By Robert Szostek, Customs PAO
MANNHEIM, GE – Military customs has seen a recent increase in problems after personnel sell their old or wrecked USAREUR-plated vehicles to German junkyards without obtaining a required "Permit to Transfer" from military customs in advance.

Completing the Permit to Transfer (AE Form 550-175B) is necessary when U.S. service members, DoD civilians and their family members have imported or bought a vehicle in a duty and tax-free status and then sell or donate their tax-free personal property to non-ID cardholders. 

"It is essential for all U.S. personnel in Germany to get a permit to transfer before they sell, donate or transfer a wrecked car to a German junkyard," explained Anja Rowland of the Customs Executive Agency at the Office of the Provost Marshal in Mannheim, Germany. 

People who do not obtain this permit are often discovered when attempting to clear Vehicle Registration.  If the vehicle was sold or transferred to a non-ID cardholder, vehicle registration personnel request to see the AE Form 550-175B.  German Customs may also require you to prove what happened to the vehicle or pay the full tax due on it if you can’t. 

"This is not easy if the car was crushed and recycled long ago, you are in the middle of clearing out of Europe, and you have no record of the car's disposition," she added.

More information on selling personal property in Germany is available online at www.hqusareur.army.mil/opm/custom2.htm or by contacting your local military customs office. 

-30-

Public Affairs Office


Unit 29353, Box 200 APO AE 09014


69033 Heidelberg


DSN 370-7549/7235  Tel.: 06221-57-7549/7235





    PRESS RELEASE

















