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Youth Services Teach Lifetime Values

HEIDELBERG, GE- Youth Services, a program offered by Morale, Welfare and Recreation, provides thousands of youth across the Europe Region with structured activities focused on promoting and developing a solid foundation for life.   

The mission of Youth Services (YS) is to provide consistent quality middle school and teen programs that help youth grow and develop in a safe and welcoming environment.  These programs, offered during non-school hours, evenings and weekends, help youth gain confidence and feel empowered. They acquire and develop the building blocks to enhance social skills, develop creativity, tackle the challenges of a military lifestyle, and understand cultural awareness.  

Creating programs that meet the needs of both middle school and teens are key to quality and successful programming.  YS offers activities within four areas: sports, fitness and health; arts, recreation and leisure; mentoring education and academic support services; and life skills, citizenship and leadership.  No matter what their skill level or interest, YS offers activities to help youth build self-esteem.  

Examples of YS activities and programs include youth sponsorship, open recreation, workforce prep, teen councils and leadership forums, community service, homework centers, computer labs, sports and fitness programs, instructional programs, scholarship opportunities and clubs offered through nationally recognized programs such as the 4-H and the Boys and Girls Clubs of America.  All YS programs are designed to help young people develop to their fullest potential.  

DOD family members who are middle school to high school seniors are eligible to use the YS programs.  Contractors and host nation youth may participate in certain communities if pilot site legislation is in place that authorizes an exception for that community to include those categories of youth.  The Youth Sports program also offers structured activities for children 3 years and older.  The focus of the sports program is to develop motor skills in a safe environment, promote sportsmanship, team spirit, and foster a positive sports experience for every participant. 
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According to Sonia Bonet, Army Europe Child and Youth Services Chief, “Youth have an astounding amount of discretionary time each day.  YS programs provide an outlet for our youth to spend their free time.  At YS, they can express their individuality and foster companionship while feeling secure, valued, and appreciated.  The benefits and lessons learned through YS last a lifetime.”

The Department of the Army certifies and maintains records on all YS programs.  Each member of the YS team including staff, coaches, and volunteers undergo local background checks.  In addition, staff members complete basic orientation classes and additional training through the Child and Youth Services program.  The YS and Youth Sports programs are in compliance with statutory requirements, DOD policy, and Army standards.  All of the youth sports coaches receive training and certification through the National Youth Sports Coaches Association (NYSCA). 

The YS Annual Registration fee is $15 per youth, not to exceed $35 per family.

Standardized prices for Youth Sports are: Category A is $20 per season per child and includes soccer, flag football, cheerleading; Category B is $30 per season per child and includes baseball, softball, basketball, and field hockey; Category C is $50 per season per child and includes tackle football, lacrosse, roller hockey; and Category D for ice hockey and competitive swimming.  Prices for Category D activities are determined locally.

Additional discounts such as a 10% Team Sports Multi Child Reduction and Coaches’ Incentive Discounts are available.  The coaches’ discount allows the coaches’ first child to play free and each additional child, in the same family, will receive a 50% discount.  

Registration periods may vary depending on the activity and time of year.  Parents may get information and register their youth at the local Child and Youth Services Central Registration Office.  
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[Editor’s Note: Point of Contact is Michael Owens, DSN 370-8902]
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