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July 19, 2004

IMA-E Support Extends to Deployed Troops

Army Education Centers Doing Big Business Downrange

Heidelberg, GE -- In support of Operation Enduring Freedom, the IMA-E Army Continuing Education System (ACES) recently established Army Education Centers (AEC) at three locations in Afghanistan and at one location in Uzbekistan to bring education to deployed service members in those areas.

The AEC located on Bagram Air Field, Afghanistan, officially opened May 8, 2004, with a grand opening on July 5, 2004.  Since May 2004, the computer lab has had more than 13,000 visits, and the education counselors have conducted more than 2,000 counseling sessions with Soldiers and personnel of other US military services, coalition forces, and civilians.  The counselors have prepared over 300 requests for Army tuition assistance and assisted Soldiers with eArmyU courses.  They have worked with personnel of the other US services for enrollments in local college courses and distance learning courses.  There have been 66 enrollments in NCO Leader Development classes and more than 30 distance learning course final examinations administered.  The Defense Geospatial Intelligence School also taught a four-day class on map-making technology in one of the education center classrooms.

The AEC located on Camp Phoenix-Kabul, Afghanistan, officially opened on May 11, 2004, with a grand opening event July 7, 2004.  Since May, more than 200 service members have taken advantage of education services offered.

Although there is no actual education center facility in Khandahar, Afghanistan, ACES has been operating education programs and services out of two CONEX office containers since May 1, 2004.  Since that time, more than 900 counseling sessions and 28 group counseling briefings have been provided to over 500 soldiers. Advanced Skills Education Program (ASEP) courses are available, and college courses should begin by the end of July 2004.  A new education center facility is also scheduled for completion some time during September 2004. 

The AEC located in Karshi-Khanabad, Uzbekistan, officially opened on May 22, 2004. The grand opening was held on June 30, 2004.  Since May 2004, over 680 soldiers, airmen, and civilians have visited the education center to inquire about or take advantage of the services or programs offered.
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All of the AECs typically operate on a 7-day, 12-hour schedule. Services are available to all armed services personnel and include college credit testing, Army Personnel Testing (APT), academic counseling/advising, basic skills review, interoperability language instruction, and Army Learning Center/computer lab.  Distance education via the Internet is also available.  

Department of the Army civilian education specialists have volunteered to manage these Army Education Centers.  Central Texas College (CTC) is the only academic institution currently on the ground at each of the above sites. Personnel representing the University of Maryland University College (UMUC), University of Phoenix, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, and the University of Oklahoma are expected to arrive some time during August 2004 to begin offering on-site college courses. 
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