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May 21, 2004

Additional Counselors Arrive in the 104th ASG 

HEIDELBERG, GE – On Monday morning, 22 additional counselors arrived for work in the 104th ASG and its BSBs to provide more support to the families and communities of Soldiers on extended deployments.

HQs IMA-E Army Community Services Chief Ms. Ricky Gibbons explained that a team of four licensed social workers and psychologists, specializing in care for children and family dynamics, was sent to each of the 104th’s BSBs in Wiesbaden, Hanau, Baumholder, Giessen and Friedberg with two counselors remaining at the ASG headquarters.

“They will work under the auspice of the local ACS Officer and may be placed in ACS, CYS, Family Life Chaplains offices, Army Substance Abuse Program offices or with DoDDS,” Gibbons noted.  “They will conduct training and group sessions with Family Readiness Groups and with Rear Detachment personnel, as needed.”

The counselors will cover such areas as stress and anger management, crisis intervention, depression, and more.  They will also offer support to the “care givers” in the community, i.e., the staff who have been working with families and children in the various community agencies.

“This support to staff who have been providing the support already is a critical piece to this, since many of the staff members are family members themselves and have carried a double load, dealing with the deployment on a personal level, while assisting other community members in coping as well, “ Gibbons said.

The counselors will help educate individuals on healthy ways to handle difficult situations and prevent problems.  The counselors will be in close contact with local medical treatment facilities, so that individuals needing therapy or treatment can be properly referred.

Contracted for and funded by DOD, the counselors will be in place until mid-June.   

Gibbons concluded, “We’ll look at how well the program works, and if it is well-received by family members, we’ll see if a follow-on group may be engaged to assist with Reintegration and Reunion or to be on-call to support communities as needs arise.”
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