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July 12, 2004

‘Insomniac’ turns lights on Hohenfels

By Heidi Fedak, 282nd BSB MWR Marketing

HOHENFELS, GE -- Before last week, Donna Madl had no idea who Dave Attell was.

That didn’t stop her from attending the comedian’s free show in Hohenfels, though. Now Attell can add Madl, a supervisory sports specialist in Hohenfels, to his list of fans.

“I thought he was very funny,” Madl said of the Comedy Central comedian who visited Hohenfels July 8 through 11. “Since I hadn’t heard anything about him, I wasn’t sure what to expect, but the show was great.”

Attell, the writer and host of Comedy Central’s prime-time show Insomniac with Dave Attell, spent three days at the Hohenfels Training Area filming for the show, which spotlights people who work at night.

During his Hohenfels stint, Attell and his crew filmed Soldiers during physical training, the flag-raising ceremony, the military police canine unit, Soldiers as they trained at a MOUT site in “the box,” and people working inside building 100 of the Combat Maneuver Training Center. As part of his antics, Attell donned a “bite suit” and let the MPs’ dogs “attack” him. He also went on patrol in an M113 Armored Personnel Carrier.

On July 9, Attell, who was named one of the 25 funniest people in America by Entertainment Weekly, took time out of his whirlwind production schedule to perform a 75-minute comedy routine to a standing-room-only audience at the Community Activities Center.

“The Real World puts seven people together in a house,” Attell said. “You guys are probably like, ‘Put ‘em in a hole. Let’s see ‘em in a hole … in the rain.’”

In a separate segment, Attell extolled the virtues of living overseas.
“You can smoke in McDonald’s over here,” he said. “You can’t do that at home.”
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In the same skit, Attell even took shots at himself.

“I played professional basketball in Japan,” the small-statured Attell said, as the crowd roared.

Following the show, Attell signed photographs and handed out Insomniac hats. He returned to the CAC on July 10 to serve as a judge for the 100th Area Support Group Battle of the Bands and Stars of Tomorrow competitions. 

Attell’s visit was funded in part by the USO. 

While in Germany, he also planned to film in Berlin. The footage will be broadcast as part of his show and is expected to air in the United States in September. 
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