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June 1, 2004

Country Star Toby Keith Rocks Illesheim

by Lisa Eichhorn, 235th Base Support Battalion Public Affairs

ANSBACH, GE -- It was a packed house when country music’s Entertainer of the Year Toby Keith took the stage at Storck Barracks 2nd Squadron, 6th Cavalry hangar on Memorial Day in Illesheim. 

And the cheers just got louder as his special guest, rock legend Ted Nugent emerged a few seconds later. From there, it was an afternoon to remember for the audience.

Working with USO and IMA-E Entertainment, the 235th Base Support Battalion and the 11th Aviation Regiment got a “thumbs up” for the concert in early May.

“It took a lot of planning, and we were just thrilled to be able to host such great entertainers,” said Vikki Hanrahan, 235th BSB entertainment director.

Keith and his band have been doing USO tours for the last several years, and he said it was time to do another.  Nugent has long been a staunch supporter of the military and added he was here to say “thank you” to the troops and their families.  Before the concert, the two took time to reflect on their trip.

“We’ve actually been planning this trip for a long time, but then the fire fights started in Iraq.  So instead of chickening out and not comin’ at all, I got Nugent to come with me,” Keith joked. 

But the joking died down when the two talked about their visit the day before to Landstuhl Regional Medical Center -- a trip that took an emotional toll on both men.

“We saw some incredible warrior spirit in the wounded, spirit that’s definitely inspiring some songs,” Nugent said. 
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“There was one young Soldier, and we couldn’t get her to smile for a picture with us because her doctor wouldn’t release her to go back to her unit. That’s the kind of attitude we saw the entire visit.  It was an awful quiet ride back, a very emotional time.  A reality check on steroids,” Keith added. 

When asked about his current hit “American Soldier,” Keith said he wrote it after being around Soldiers for the last two years.

“I realized after meeting so many Soldiers that they’re just workin’ folks like you and me.  But they understand their mission, and they do what their country asks of them,” Keith said.

The concert was a hit with nearly 5,000 people in attendance. It was made possible by the generosity of the USO and the hard work of many in the 11th Regiment, 235th BSB and IMA-E Entertainment.
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