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Aug. 1, 2004

Changes in Naturalization Procedures October 1st Simplify Process Overseas for Military Members

HEIDELBERG, GE – Military personnel in Europe -- and around the world -- will benefit from recent legislation that eliminates the current $320 naturalization filing fee and allows filing overseas at embassies and consulates, effective Oct. 1, 2004.  The legislation also allows Department of Homeland Security (DHS) staff posted overseas to naturalize applicants at various locations overseas.  

After that date, U.S. military members who apply to become U.S. citizens will no longer have to pay the filing fee and travel to one of several locations in the U.S. to be interviewed and sworn in as citizens, as a result of recent changes to the Immigration and Nationality Act.

The changes apply only to the naturalization process for military members -- not family members.

Information on applications forms and general requirements and qualifications that must be met to become a U.S. citizen can be found at the website www.uscis.gov.  It also refers to naturalization requirements that military members may be exempted from, including residency and physical presence requirements in the United States.

Specific questions from Soldiers, personnel of other U.S. services and family members in overseas areas about naturalization should be addressed to the Department of Homeland Security office in the nearest American embassy or consulate.  The specific website for each American embassy and consulate with address and contact information can be found at www.usembassy.state.gov.  

Specific military installations overseas where the naturalization process may be available after October 1st will be announced in future. 

While naturalization is not processed through military channels, U.S. Army Europe officials estimate there are currently some 3,200 Soldiers in Europe who are not U.S. citizens who could be affected by the changes if they seek U.S. citizenship.  Military personnel already in the process of applying for U.S. citizenship should contact the Department of Homeland Security office nearest them, using the websites above, for questions specific to their applications.
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[Editor’s Note:  Attached brochure provides additional info on the naturalization process overall.]
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