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Top NCO Receives Legion of Merit Award

Heidelberg, Germany – Mr. Russell B. Hall, Director, Installation Management Agency - Europe, presented the Legion of Merit Award to Master Sgt. Hiram Welch, during a brief ceremony on March 5, 2003, in the IMA-Europe Conference Room at Campbell Barracks in Heidelberg.

Before presenting the Legion of Merit to Welch, Hall thanked Master Sgt. Welch for all his superb work stressing that he was always going the extra mile to provide a quality service to all our soldiers that is critical to their well being and morale.

“Truly, my greatest satisfaction was when I was a dining facility manager feeding soldiers three meals a day with a great sense of pleasure,” Welch said following the award presentation.

Welch, who has served as the Senior Food Service Advisor for the Installation Management’s Europe Region since October 2002, received the award for his outstanding leadership, technical skills, and exceptionally meritorious service while serving in positions with increasing levels of responsibility in the United States Army Food Services Program.

While assigned to IMA-Europe, Welch organized the initial food service management program to oversee the 53 garrison dining facilities in Germany, Italy and the BENELUX.  He resolved the rearrangements of complex program oversight, resourcing and operations as the only Region food service staff member.  He also led a 45-person team in preparation and training for the U.S. Army Culinary Arts Competition, at which his team placed second among 18 Army-wide teams.  

Master Sgt. Welch is retiring from the Army after 26 years of service.  During his career he served four tours in Germany and one in Korea.  He is looking forward to going back to Louisville, Kentucky, to join his family, wife Velvet and daughter Christie.
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