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Frequently Asked Questions:  DoDDs & Deployments

Q1:  How can DoDDS Schools help during deployments and family separation?

· Deployments and family separations can be stressful times for children.  DoDDS Schools are part of the wide community support network available to families and can help.  

· Each school is prepared to respond appropriately and is in a proactive stance with regard to family support and deployments. 

· Our most important contribution comes when we remain focused on the educational mission and provide a stable environment for the children in our schools. 

Q2:  Are DoD Schools experienced in dealing with deployments and do they have plans to help?

· We have great experience in serving our communities in the aftermath of September 11th and during the Persian Gulf War, the missions in the Balkans and other deployments in recent years.   

· Each of our schools has a role to play in being an integral part of the total plan to care for families during times of crisis and conflict.  

· We have an Action Plan to provide further guidance on measures that we should take in each community affected by deployments or other military operations.  
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· DS Manual 2943.3 School Action Plan for Crisis Intervention

· Plans in place in all locations

· Ready to implement
· Teachers are trained

· Connections and Coordination with Family Assistance/Support Centers

· Team of psychologists ready to deploy to needed sites

· Schools are a major player and are ready to collaborate with communities to help in any way 

Q3:  How important are educational considerations to families?

· Educational considerations have to be on the top of everyone’s list.  Your child’s future depends on a solid educational foundation.  

· Removing a child from school in Europe may add to feelings of confusion, disruption and loss of control, whereas remaining in their current school environment can help promote a feeling of stability and normalcy when it’s most needed.

· That means minimizing transitions and disruptions in learning. It means being there for children when times get rough.  

· Schools do that better than anyone except a parent.  We are the home away from home for kids.  Schools surround children with a caring and supportive safety net.

· Listen to your child’s concerns.  Talk to your children’s teacher and work together to meet the needs of kids.  

Q4:  How important are school routines to children?

· Very important!

· School routines contribute to normalcy.

· Learning and Teaching are what we do best. A strong focus on teaching and learning help maintain stability for children in these difficult times.   

Q5:  If a family chooses to leave, what do they need to consider?

· When considering a possible move of family members back to the States during deployments, families need to consider the impact on their school-age children.

-MORE-

FAQ DODDs/3-3-3

· If a family leaves USAREUR, they are strongly advised to enroll in school immediately at their destination.  DoDDS has no provisions for students to receive credit for lost time if they choose to go home. We can provide copies of student records for the receiving school.  Enrollment in a school at the destination is critical.

· If parents choose not to enroll children in school, they are putting their children’s education at risk and may be in violation of state law at the temporary place of residence.

· Removing a child from school in Europe may add to feelings of confusion, disruption and loss of control, whereas remaining in their current school environment can help promote a feeling of stability and normalcy when it’s most needed.

· Unlike stateside schools, DoDDS is attuned to the role of schools in deployments.  Teachers receive training to assist kids dealing with the stress of deployments and to look for signs of distress.  DoDDS schools conduct support groups to assist parents, as well as students who may be experiencing adjustment problems.  School staffs know their military communities and can refer students appropriately for other help and activities in their area.

· Families who do choose to return to the U.S. should plan on immediately enrolling children in a stateside public school.  Continued, uninterrupted education must be a priority for every family.  It is a key element of stability and normalcy for children.

· Parents should consider the disruption to their children’s studies – and lives -- in transferring them from one school to another and then possibly back again to Europe – all in the course of one school year.  DoDDS is another part of the support network available to families – they are ready to help.

· Your child’s credits are important educational considerations.  Coordinate with school officials.
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