An unprecedented visit

In a gesture of concern and friendship, Germany’s Minister of Defense, Dr. Peter Struck, visited the Giebelstadt Army Airfield to talk with American spouses Aug. 6. It was the first time Germany’s Minister of Defense has talked one on one with a group of American family members.

Escorted by Lt. Gen. Michael L. Dodson, USAREUR Deputy Commander, Dr. Struck talked with spouses of deployed soldiers from units assigned to Giebelstadt. Dr. Struck asked the spouses how their German neighbors were reacting toward them concerning America’s involvement in the Iraq situation. The response was overwhelmingly positive. “We have a great relationship with our German neighbors in this community and if there is one emotion that best describes their attitude toward the situation, it is one of compassion,” said Mary Cavanaugh, Family Readiness Group leader for the 12th Aviation Brigade.. 

Dr. Struck encouraged the spouses to talk openly about their concerns and solicited the assistance of General Dodson when the talks focused on when their soldiers would be coming home.

The afternoon meeting lasted more than 30 minutes and ended on a positive note. “It was a fabulous forum,” said Susan Smith, family member. “Dr Struck and General Dodson really seemed concerned about us and wanted to hear what we had to say.”

Dr. Struck also visited Bundeswehr soldiers stationed at the Geibelstadt airfield and received mission overviews from the 98th Area Support Group, the 417th Base Support Battalion, the 12th Aviation Brigade and the 69th Air Defense Artillery Brigade. The German Under Secretary of Defense, Walter Kolbow and the Giebelstadt Burgermeister, Paul Merklein, participated in the minister’s visit.  
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Dr. Peter Struck, German Minister of Defense, meets American family members during his Aug 6th visit to the Giebelstadt Army Airfield. During his two-hour visit, Dr. Struck talked with a number of spouses of 12th Aviation Regiment soldiers, currently deployed to Iraq.
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Dr. Struck, German Minister of Defense, far left, listens to a question asked by a family member during his Aug 6 visit to the Giebelstadt Army Airfield. He talked with American family members for more than 30 minute on issues and concerns they have on a variety of issues from German-American relations to deployments.
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