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June 8, 2004

German Colonel Receives USAREUR CG Coin,

Letter of Commendation, and IMA-E Coin 

Heidelberg, Germany -- German retired Colonel Ulrich G. Prill received a letter of commendation during a brief awards ceremony on June 8 at Heidelberg, Germany, for his commitment and exceptional support of the US Forces from 2001 to 2004.

IMA-E Deputy Director Colonel Douglas E. Earle presented a letter of commendation from the USAREUR commanding general, Gen. B. B. Bell, the CG’s personal coin and the IMA-E coin to Colonel Prill during a ceremony in the IMA-E conference room. 

“It is very much an honor to present a letter of commendation from General Bell, the commanding general’s personal coin, and the IMA-E coin on behalf of Mr. Russell B. Hall who is just boarding a plane to go back to Washington. It is my pleasure of doing this today, “ Earle said.  “Colonel Prill was instrumental in providing military exemptions from the German environmental impact assessment (UVP) law for significant construction projects such as the Efficient Basing Grafenwöhr project and the project on the transition of Rhein-Main Air Base.  He worked very closely with us and his efforts to include the US Forces in the Federal Ministry of Defense UVP implementation guidance resulted in US Forces receiving the same exemption privileges as the German Armed Forces.  He did the heavy lifting for us; we could not have done this without his partnership and friendship,” Earle said.

“I’m really deeply impressed with this award -- thank you. I really did nothing, but my duty,” Prill said after the IMA-E deputy director handed the commendation letter and the coins over to him.  “It’s a great honor for the members of the Department of Military Administration IV 3 to see their former branch chief awarded this letter of commendation and coins in this beautiful town of Heidelberg,” Prill said.  “Actually, I have done only my duty to help the US Forces find their way around in the labyrinth and jungle of German and European environmental legislation.  I am personally very proud to be decorated by the US Forces.  As you know, I retired in January, and my ‘higher headquarters’ is now directly at home.  I wish the IMA folks a very safe future and all the best here in Europe in these difficult times of terrorism.  I wish the US Forces victory in their global war on terrorism for their and our benefit.  This comes deep from my heart,” Prill said.
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Colonel Prill retired on January 31, 2004 from active duty as a Branch Chief responsible for transportation of dangerous goods, environmental compatibility and ecology under the Department of Administration, Infrastructure and Environmental Protection of the Federal Ministry of Defense in Bonn, Germany.
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