Army Firefighter Wins DoD Firefighter of the Year Award for 2002:  

Army firefighter Elizabeth Sweeny was awarded the 2002 DoD Civilian Firefighter of the Year at the DoD Fire & Emergency Services Annual Training Conference held in Dallas, Texas.  Sweeny, who works for the Fort Monmouth, NJ., Fire and Emergency Services Department, was honored with other DoD award winners on Aug. 27 at the awards banquet.  

Sweeney’s significant contributions to her department during 2002 included:

· serving as an inspection leader for fire prevention assessments involving some 800 facilities; 

· streamlining the DA regional Fire Academy on-line course registration;

· saving $25,000 by using the “Be Cool About Fire Safety” national insurance training program; 

· taking the lead for and coordinating trauma helicopter landing zone training; and, 

· serving as a primary member on the NJ Division of Women in the Fire Service Committee.  

Sweeney also served as a volunteer fire chief for nearby Union Beach, NJ.

Sweeney is a pacesetter in the DoD F&ES arena and serves as a model for all DoD firefighters to emulate.  

Other Department of the Army award winners for 2002 included the following categories and recipients:
Fire Department of the Year

Fort Carson Fire and Emergency Services

Fort Carson, Colo.

Accepting Award: Fire Chief Verne Witham

Runner-up:  Fort Monmouth, NJ

Civilian Firefighter of the Year

Firefighter/EMT Elizabeth Sweeney, Fort Monmouth, NJ

Runner-up:  Mr. Brian Klosterhoff, Fort Hood, Texas

Military Firefighter of the Year

Sgt Kenneth P. Cato, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Civilian Fire Officer of the Year

Alexander Gernhard, Ansbach, Germany

Runner-up:  Mr. Gregory Ericsson, Fort Lewis, Wash,

Military Fire Officer of the Year

SFC Celestino Herrera, Jr, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Runner-up:  MSG Robert M. Johnson, Fort Lewis, Wash.

Heroism

Captains Mitch Blaakman and George Rothfritz, Lt. Kip

Bachar, and Firefighters Scott Warren, Michael Marks,

Brian Drappo, Robert Tennies, Karl Tylenda, and John

Smith, Fort Drum, NY

Runner-up:  Messieurs Bennett, Shanrock, Swearingen, and Teel, Fort Lewis, Wash.

