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Area IV military police get new leader

CAMP WALKER, South Korea – It was initially commissioned to provide security along the Republic of Korea’s main supply route in 1950.  Today, the 800 U.S. Army and Korean Augmentation to the U.S. Army soldiers and civilians assigned to the 728th Military Police Battalion conduct operations across 18,500 square miles and it’s doing so with a new leader.

Lt. Col. Steven Crowe assumed the reins of command from Lt. Col. Jeffery Mello June 11 during a change of command ceremony at Kelly Field here.

Mello has moved on to the U.S. Total Army Personnel Command in Alexandria, Va., where he will be the military police branch assignment’s officer for colonels.  He commanded the 728th Military Police Bn. since June 2001.

Col. Peter M. Champagne, 8th Military Police Brigade commander, bid farewell to the outgoing commander and welcomed the incoming commander at the change of command ceremony.

“Lt. Col. Jeff Mello did an outstanding job striking a balance between providing world-class law enforcement support to Area IV while training his soldiers for their wartime mission.  Mello's training program, especially his live fire exercise program, is the best I have seen in my 26-year career,” Champagne said.

“Lt. Col. Steve Crowe is no stranger to Korea and the 8th Military Police Bde., having served as a platoon leader at Camp Carroll,” Champagne said.  “Steve has an excellent reputation and will bring a 'Ranger’ mindset to the war fighter battalion as he builds upon the strong foundation Mello has provided.”

“War fighters, we are in the eye of the storm – where external threats change and transformation are the daily constants and challenges,” said Crowe in his acceptance remarks. “You have succeeded in accomplishing these areas and we will continue to do so with the strengths you all possess.”

Crowe graduated from Appalachian State University in Boone, N.C., in 1984 as a distinguished military graduate with a bachelor’s of science degree in criminal justice. After graduation, he attended the Military Police Officers Basic Course and was then assigned to the 260th Military Police Company at Camp Carroll as a platoon leader.

While commanding the 108th Military Co. at Fort Bragg, N.C., Crowe led his unit in Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm in Saudi Arabia and Iraq. He completed the Army Command and General Staff College at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., where he received a master’s degree in administration from Central Michigan University. Later, he attended and graduated from the FBI National Academy at Quantico, Va. 

His military awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service Medal, the Army Commendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal, Meritorious Unit Citation, National Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, Southwest Asia Service Medal, Humanitarian Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Ribbon, Army Superior Unit Award, Saudi Arabia/Kuwait Liberation Medal, and the Kuwait Liberation Medal. He also earned the Air Assault Badge, Ranger Tab and the Senior Parachutist Badge.
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Leading Area IV watchdogs

Lt. Col. Steven Crowe, incoming 728th Military Police Battalion commander, talks at his change of command ceremony about challenges facing the battalion.  (U.S. Army photo)
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