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Soldiers boogie at BOSS Beach Blast

BUSAN, South Korea – Soldiers were dancing in their swimsuits, building sand castles and burying their buddies in the sand.  It was anything but typical day on the range or at the office.  It was a blast.

The Better Opportunities for Single and unaccompanied Soldiers held its 2003 Beach Blast at Song-jung Beach here June 21 giving U.S. Forces Korea soldiers an opportunity to unwind and enjoy a Korean beach.
“This is an event provided for soldiers to come and enjoy themselves on the beach and raise morale,” said Chun Chae-ho, Camp Hialeah Community Activity Center director, who organized the whole event, including supplying the food and hiring of the band. He has coordinated the Beach Blast since it began in 1990.

Soldiers appreciated the chance to get away from their respective duty stations and mingle with friends amidst the sun, surf and sand.

“We came here today because we wanted to get out of work, have a good time at the beach and get away from Area I,” said Sgt. Shawn Bonner from A Battery, 5/5th Air Defense Artillery at Camp Stanley. “This is a good event for soldiers because a lot of soldiers don’t have life and you bring them out here and show them something different.”

Area IV BOSS hosted the event that was open to all single and unaccompanied soldiers on the peninsula. Although farthest away from this southern beach, Area I sent the most soldiers with about 250 attending. The soldiers left Area I one day early to get here on time, according to Sgt. Alls Rockquell, Area I BOSS representative from Camp Stanley. 

The event lasted the whole day with a variety of beach activities, including a beach volleyball tournament, beach sand sculpture, tug of war and a 10-person pyramid. It gave soldiers an opportunity to mix with their counterparts from across the peninsula and build camaraderie.

“This is probably one of the times when we feel cohesion,” said Spc. Leah Moore, Company C, 307th Signal Battalion, from Camp Carroll. “Normally, I don’t see a lot of people from Area I, Area II or Area III.  Maybe I’ll find a friend from another area today.”

In addition to the variety of games and entertainment, the soldiers also were treated to a barbecue on the beach with hamburgers, hotdogs with drinks. 

“It’s not just about having fun,” said Staff. Sgt. Madona A. Tartt, Area IV BOSS advisor from Camp Henry.  “I want them to walk away knowing that there is cohesiveness between soldiers. We are not just good at working with each other, but we are also good at having fun together.”

BOSS is an Army-wide program that is open to all single soldiers.  An expanded BOSS program exists to accommodate the many unaccompanied soldiers who are assigned to Korea. BOSS hosts trips, barbecues, pool parties, orphanage visits and many other events throughout the year.  

Cutlines

BOSS Beach Blast #1:

The beach is alive with soldiers playing beach volleyball during the BOSS Beach Blast at Song-jung Beach in Busan June 21.

BOSS Beach Blast #2:
Soldiers from Yongsan in Area II relax on the beach during the BOSS Beach Blast at Song-jung Beach in Busan June 21.

BOSS Beach Blast #3:
Soldiers from Yongsan in Area II paddle in the sea during the BOSS Beach Blast at Song-jung Beach in Busan June 21.

BOSS Beach Blast #4:
Soldiers pick up food provided by the MWR during the BOSS Beach Blast at Song-jung Beach in Busan June 21.

BOSS Beach Blast #5:
Area I soldiers cheer with the band set up at Song-jung beach in Busan. BOSS held 2003 Beach Blast here June 21. 

BOSS Beach Blast #6:
Soldiers from Area II sculpt a new body for their buddy buried in the sand during the BOSS Beach Blast at Song-jung Beach in Busan June 21.
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