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Chief's Lounge Open For Business

By David McNally

Area I Public Affairs Office
CAMP CASEY, South Korea – The commander of the 2nd Infantry Division, Maj. Gen. John R. Wood, officially opened a new Camp Casey club July 1.  The Chief's Lounge is a renovated venue set aside for senior leaders.

"Today we mark the beginning of the first senior leader's lounge in a long time," said Lt. Col. Scott Levin, commander of the Camp Casey garrison.  "To have a place where sergeants first class and above can go to relax is long overdue."

Morale, Welfare and Recreation from Installation Management Agency-Korea Region Office provided $60,000 for the renovation of the Microbrewery, downstairs from Reggie's.

"We think we have a win-win strategy," said James Allen, Camp Casey director of community activities.  "We think our staff can provide excellent services to our senior leaders here at Camp Casey."

Allen said the Army has been moving away from rank-based club systems for years.  However, the need for a place to relax without the problem of fraternization still existed.  He said the environment and music at the Chief's Lounge would cater to the preferences of senior leaders.

With a unique marketing twist, the Camp Casey Sergeants Major Association paid for personalized mugs.  The glass mugs are meticulously arranged on a wall of the lounge, and have the logo of the Chief's Lounge and the name of Camp Casey's senior leaders on each one.

"This is really unique," said Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph Zettlemoyer, command sergeant major for the 1st Brigade, 2nd ID.  "We felt it added a nice touch, and will make our leaders feel at home."

The renovation included a relocation of the bar back to make more room.  There is new furniture and a wide-screen television with surround sound.  Music from the 1960s and ‘70s dominated the play list on opening night.

"There is a lot more coming," Levin said.  "This is our first effort to provide this environment.  This is a pilot program."

At the grand opening, the garrison commander told the crowd the concept of a full facility for senior leaders would depend on their support over the first six-months of operation.
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Maj. Gen. John R. Wood (left) and Command Sgt. Maj. James Lucero of the 2nd Infantry Division tour the new Chief's Lounge at Camp Casey.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)

ribbon_cutting.jpg

Col. Jeff Christiansen (left), Jim Allen, Maj. Gen. John R. Wood, Command Sgt. Maj. James Lucero and Lt. Col. Scott Levin officially open Camp Casey's new Chief's Lounge.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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Command Sgt. Maj. Joseph Zettlemoyer, command sergeant major for the 1st Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, shows off the personalized mugs for each of Camp Casey's senior leaders at the new Chief's Lounge.  (U.S. Army Photo by David McNally)
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