[image: image1.jpg]






FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE






    Release Number: 03-030610-299
By Steve Davis
Area III Public Affairs Office

06/09/2003

A Matter of Survival

CAMP HUMPHREYS - Pyongtaek, Republic of Korea – Army aviators stationed in the Republic of Korea and other Pacific rim countries are getting “dunked” at Camp Humphreys for a good reason: to get certified in survival skills needed for over water missions.tc "Army aviators stationed in the Republic of 

Korea and other Pacific rim countries are 

getting “dunked” at Camp Humphreys for a good reason\: to get certified in survival skills needed for overwater missions."
The main attraction at the training site — a creme-colored metal building sitting obscurely between a dining facility and troop barracks  — is a unique half-million dollar Apache version of a modular egress training system built and leased by Survival Systems for use by the 6th Cavalry Brigade and other Korea-based U.S. Army aviation units.tc "The main attraction at the training site — a creme-colored metal building sitting obscurely between a dining facility and troop barracks  — is a unique $.5 million Apache version of a modular egress training system built and leased by Suvival Systems, a Canadian firm, for use by the 6th Cavalry Brigade and other Korea-based U.S. Army aviation units."
“We’ve even had Marine Cobra pilots from Okinawa and Army aviators from Japan come here to train,” said Chief Warrant Officer Glenn Smith, 6th Cavalry Brigade over water operations officer.tc "“We’ve even had Marine Cobra pilots from Okinawa and Army aviators from Japan come here to train,” said Chief Warrant Officer Glenn Smith, 6th Cavalry Brigade overwater operations officer."
The two-day training includes a swim test, classroom instruction of underwater egress techniques, use of a small compressed air breathing cylinder known as a helicopter emergency escape device and plenty of time in a shallow water egress trainer, or “SWET” chair, and in the dunker.tc "The two-day training includes a swim test, classroom instruction of underwater egress techniques, use of a small compressed air breathing cylinder known as a helicopter emergency escape device and plenty of time in a shallow water egress trainer, or “swet” chair, and in the dunker."
“Shallow water egress training teaches crewmembers and pilots how to inspect and use the breathing device and to unbuckle themselves while turned upside down underwater in the SWET chair,” said Smith. “They are also drilled on ‘Mayday’ emergency radio procedures.”tc "“Shallow water egress training teaches crewmembers and pilots how to inspect and use the breathing device and to unbuckle themselves while turned upside down underwater in the swet chair,” said Smith. “They are also drilled on ‘Mayday’ emergency radio procedures.”"
Pilots then graduate to the dunker, which “crashes” into the pool and slowly rolls over as it sinks. Using procedures learned in class and in the SWET chair, pilots practice egressing the submerged cockpit. Pilots get dunked a minimum of five times, sometimes more.tc "Pilots then graduate to the dunker, which “crashes” into the pool and slowly rolls over. Using procedures learned in class and in the swet chair, pilots practise egressing the submerged cockpit. Blackhawk and Chinook pilots get dunked five times, Apache pilots six."
“We work with crewmembers and pilots to make sure each and every one is proficient in over water operations and survival,” he said. tc "“We work with crewmembers and pilots to make sure each and every one is proficient in overwater operations and survival,” he said. "
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Dunker01: The dunker descends toward the water with Warrant Officer Keith Matz and safety divers.tc "The dunker descends toward the water with Warrant Officer Keith Matz and safety divers."
Dunker02: The dunker rolls over as it hits the water. Inside, pilots orient themselves and prepare to exit the aircraft.tc "The dunker rolls over as it hits the water. Inside, pilots orient themselves and prepare to exit the aircraft."
Dunker03: Warrant Officer Keith Matz climbs out of the pool.tc "Warrant Officer Keith Matz climbs out of the pool."
Dunker04: A pilot trains in the “SWET” chair.tc "A pilot trains in the “swet” chair."
Dunker05: This small tank of compressed air with a mouthpiece may be used by an aviator during an emergency.tc "This small tank of compressed air with a mouthpeice may be used by an aviator during an emergency."
Dunker sidebar: Under water

Harry Houdini, the great magician and underwater escape artist, would have probably have loved the dunker. Some Army aviators do, too. tc "Harry Houdini, the great magician and underwater escape artist, would have probably have loved the dunker. Some Army aviators do, too. "
Equipped with an underwater camera, Sgt. 1st Class Robert Matheny, the 6th Cavalry Brigade dunker NCO, took video to show what happens during dunker training. These frames show how pilots free themselves from the dunker, which simulates a helicopter emergency.tc "Equipped with an underwater camera,  Sgt. 1st Class Robert Matheny, the 6th Cavalry Brigade dunker NCO, took video to show what happens during dunker training. These frames show how pilots free themselves from the dunker,  which simulates a helicopter emergency."
Underwater photos by Sgt. 1st Class Robert Matheny

Dunker_u2: Upside down and underwater, a pilot goes through exiting procedures as divers standby to assist, if necessary.tc "Upside  down and underwater, a pilot goes through exiting procedures as divers standby to assist, if necessary."
Dunker_u3: The pilot pops the cockpit door and gets ready to exit the dunker under the watchful eyes of safety divers.tc "The pilot pops the cockpit door and gets ready to exit the dunker under the watchful eyes of safety divers."
Dunker_u4: Free from his harness and the confines of a submerged cockpit, the pilot heads to the surface.tc "Free from his harness and the confines of a submerged cockpit, the pilot heads to the surface."
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