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New Humphreys American Elementary School opens
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CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea – The new Humphreys American Elementary School became a reality Aug. 22 as soon-to-be students, soldiers, family members and Department of Defense civilians watched local military and education officials cut the ceremonial ribbon.


The kindergarten through sixth-grade Humphreys American Elementary School replaces the former 

kindergarten through second-grade school that has since been demolished to make room for a new commissary. Located between the Youth Services building and family housing scheduled to open in late September, Camp Humphreys American Elementary School is in a building that once held the Camp Humphreys Bowling Center.


Renovated at a cost of about $530,000, the 17,000-square foot school has eight classrooms, a cafeteria operated by the Army and Air Force Exchange Service, an information center with books and computers, a nurse’s office, a teachers’ lounge, restrooms and several other areas. Students will use the Youth Service Center gym to exercise, in addition to a gazebo and a playground that will be built soon.


The school has 75 students, five full-time core-subject teachers and a principal-administrator. Principal Donna O. Kacmarski said art, Korean culture, music and physical education teachers will come from Osan Elementary School until Humphreys American Elementary School is large enough to support more teachers. 


The first day of school for grades one through six was Aug. 25. Kindergarten students will begin school Sept. 2.


Following the ribbon cutting, some of the students had a chance to meet their teachers and get used to their new surroundings.


The kids seemed thrilled about being in a new school. 


“We’re excited about having a K-six school here,” said Kacmarski, formerly assistant principal at Daegu American School. 


The school – formerly the kindergarten through second-grade Camp Humphreys annex to Osan Elementary School – is now a “stand-alone” facility for students up to sixth grade, Kacmarski said.


According to Area III Director of Public Works Bart Mirabal, work began on the school in late May. Workers from Dura Construction, the Korean contractor that built the school, were still putting finishing touches on the building as the teachers arrived Aug. 20 to set up and decorate their classrooms.


Teachers scrambling to get classrooms ready in time for the grand opening got some unexpected help. Rather than doing odd-and-end jobs outside for installation command sergeant major, post detail soldiers were in the classroom cutting banners, stocking supplies and generally helping out as building and safety inspectors made their final rounds.


Kacmarski, a former teacher and assistant principal in Korea for six years, called the school “a true community effort.”


“If it hadn’t been for this whole community and staff members at the Department of Defense Education Activity in Korea, we wouldn’t be where we are today,” she said. 


Kacmarski said her vision for Humphreys American Elementary School is to have a professional learning community where teachers, parents and the school administrator work together with the students.


“I want a collaborative environment that has shared decision-making with the teachers,” she said. “We’re going to work together for what’s best for our students. I think the parents and the community will be very pleased with what they’ll be seeing at Humphreys.” 
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School02: Students and parents get their first look of Humphreys American Elementary School Aug. 22.tc "Students and parents get their first look of Humphreys American Elementary School Aug. 22."
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