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Korean English teachers experience U.S. Army life, culture
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CAMP CARROLL, South Korea – In an effort to foster stronger community relations and eliminate cultural misconceptions, 40 Korean English teachers from throughout North Gyeongsang Province toured Camp Carroll Aug. 7 to meet United States Forces Korea personnel and tour the installation.

Installation Manager Richard L. Young greeted teachers from 32 schools.  Young said he hoped the visit would be informative and would contribute to the teachers’ understanding of the relationship between the two countries and between Koreans and the U.S. Army. 

At least one teacher indicated that goal had been achieved.

“About one year ago I attended an anti-SOFA demonstration,” said Lee Soo-min, from Ocheon Middle School in Pohang. “I felt the [Status of Forces Agreement] situation was unfair.  Since then my sentiments have changed very much – especially after coming here. I met a U.S. Army soldier and he explained a lot to me. I am happy to meet a new friend and we plan to keep in touch.”

As part of the Good Neighbor Program, such visits not only promote mutual understanding between the hosts and participants but also have residual effects on those who the visitors are likely to influence:  Korean junior and senior high school students.

“When I return to my classroom I will introduce what I saw to my students and explain the relationship between Koreans and the American military,” said Kim Eung-yeon, who teaches at Pohang Youngshin High School. “I have never had a chance to visit an American military camp so this has been a very good experience – very informational.”

Following introductions, the group received an unclassified installation briefing to give them a general overview of Camp Carroll, its units, personnel and mission. The group then toured the U.S. Army Materiel Support Center-Korea, Heavy Equipment Division, where they had the opportunity to see soldiers, civilians and Koreans working together and Pre-Positioned Stock-4 brigade set featuring row upon row of M1A2 Abrams main battle tanks and other heavy duty hardware.

“Many of my students would like to visit this kind of place because they don’t often have the chance to meet Americans,” said Lee Jong-sik, Gimcheon High School. “Even though that would be interesting to them, I think the military equipment would be even more fascinating. The facilities and equipment here are very impressive.” 

Of course, there is more to the Army than hardware. The teachers got a literal taste of Army life as they went through the chow line at the Camp Carroll Dining Facility.

“The meal was very good and the facility is very spacious,” said Jung Hwa-lee, Sunsim Middle School, Waegwan. “I was surprised to see there was also Korean kimchi for the KATUSAs.”

Following lunch, the teachers broke up into small groups and teamed with soldiers to converse and learn about each other as the soldiers took the groups to visit the fitness center, library, community activity center and other locations. The informal sessions gave the teachers an opportunity to ask questions, mingle and tour the post in a less structured atmosphere.

“I’ve never been to Camp Carroll before even though my school is in Waegwon,” Jung said, who commutes daily from Daegu. The camp is very spacious. The facilities here are excellent. I especially liked the gym. The Americans have been very kind. I am glad we had the opportunity to meet as individuals.”

This event was the third staff ride for English teachers held at Camp Carroll. Plans are in the works to hold staff rides for other influential groups such as the media, police officers, business leaders and others, according to Pak Chong ku, Camp Carroll community relations officer.

“We believe misunderstanding between two different cultures creates all kinds of troubles,” Pak said. “[We hope] to eliminate their misunderstanding or wrong concepts by providing them correct information.”

That effort seems to have paid off.

“It was a good opportunity for me to meet soldiers since I have only met three soldiers before,” said Young Moon-song, Young Dong High School. “This has been very informative. The visit has left a very positive impression. I am anxious to share my experience with my students.”

The visiting teachers aren’t the only participants who enjoyed the experience.

“I like doing this kind of thing,” said Spc. Charles Butler, Company C, 307th Signal Battalion. “This is a good program. There is a lot of interchange. We can learn a lot from each other in a short period of time. We should do this kind of thing more often.” 
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English Teachers Staff Ride #1:

Lee Soo-min, an English teacher at Ocheon Middle School in Pohang, shares her umbrella with Spc. Charles Butler, Company C, 307th Signal Battalion, while touring Camp Carroll.

English Teachers Staff Ride #2:

Korean English teachers line up for a taste of Army life at the Camp Carroll Dining Facility during their visit.

English Teachers Staff Ride #3:

Visiting Korean English teachers tour the U.S. Army Materiel Support Center-Korea, Heavy Equipment Division, to see equipment under repair.
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