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Daegu enclave honors its ‘Good Neighbors’

CAMP WALKER, South Korea – The U.S. Army in Daegu formally recognized its “Good Neighbors” in front of the communities’ most prominent Korean and American leaders June 28 at the Evergreen Community Club here.


The 20th Area Support Group Good Neighbor Awards Reception Ceremony was held to honor and recognize Korean citizens for their outstanding contributions to promote friendship and strengthen the alliance between the Republic of Korea and the United States.  People selected to receive the Good Neighbor Award were credited with making a significant difference in the lives of U.S. Forces Korea military and civilian members living in Daegu.


Good Neighbor Awards were presented to Cho Suh-won, Keimyung University’s Dongsan Medical Center; Hwang Jong-yeon, Hwang’s Hapkido; Shin, Sang-il, Association of the United States Army Daegu-Kyungbuk Chapter; and Yoo, Nam-ho, head coach of the Daegu Samsung Lions baseball team. 

Cho has served as Dongsan Medical Center’s liaison to the United States for many years.  She provides patient status information, which facilitates administrative, evacuation and patient care processes for outpatient visits and hospitalization, and much more.  She also was credited for expanding the close relationship between close relationship between Dongsan and the Army.


Master Hwang is a licensed hapkido and kimundo instructor contracted to teach martial arts to the 728th Military Police Battalion’s Special Reaction Team.  In addition, he volunteers his time to teach unarmed self-defense to Korean Augmentation to the U.S. Army soldiers and family members of the battalion, and has given numerous demonstrations to the U.S. Army community in Daegu.


For the past 35 years, Shin has been a staunch supporter of the U.S. Army.  He has been active in AUSA since its creation in Daegu more than three decades ago and has been its president the past year.  AUSA has provided more than $85,000 for soldiers’ college tuition and books the past three years, contributions that came directly from members’ pockets.  The organization also has sponsored annual Christmas parties, cultural tours, concerts, post-exercise parties, the Korean Home Visitation Program and other well-being programs for soldiers.


“Without the American soldiers’ noble sacrifices, we Koreans could not enjoy the freedom, democracy and prosperity that we have today,” Shin said following the ceremony.  “Now Korea is economically rich enough to reciprocate the U.S. soldiers’ lofty devotion by means of donating tuition assistance and providing cultural outreach opportunities.  I attribute this great honor to all members of the AUSA Daegu-Kyungbuk Corporate Chapter.”


Coach Yoo, who led the hometown Samsung Lions to the Korea Professional Baseball League championship in 2002, has donated tickets for soldiers to attend the team’s games and has seen to it that soldiers were acknowledged during the game.  He also has offered to have some of his players provide a baseball clinic at Camp Walker for Daegu military enclave youth.

Each of the recipients was presented a specially framed 20th Area Support Group “Good Neighbor Award” that depicts the Don Stivers Korean War print, “We Go Together.”  The award also included a commemorative Good Neighbor coin from Maj. Gen. Jeanette K. Edmunds, commanding general of the 19th Theater Support Command.

The general made special 19th TSC Good Neighbor Award presentations to Ahn Byung-hyup and Sohn Young-ok.  Gen. Leon J. LaPorte, USFK commander, presented the couple U.S. Forces Korea Good Neighbor awards during a ceremony at Yongsan Garrison in May.


Ahn is credited for being an active voice for the improvement of Korean and American relations in the community.  He has been active in the People to People Daegu Chapter since its creation in 1974.  Since that time, he has hosted and provided traditional Korean meals in his home for more than 400 soldiers and family members as part of PTP’s Home Visitation Program. 


Sohn is an entrepreneur, who along with her husband, has been very active in PTP.  She has prepared each of the more than 400 meals served to soldiers and their family members as part of the PTP Home Visitation Program.  She has been active with the Red Cross, both on and off post since 1985, and has been a leader in the Soroptimist Daegu Chapter for more than 20 years.


Following the presentations, Edmunds and Col. Yoon Joo-Hyun, Republic of Korea Army 501st Brigade commander, toasted the recipients and everyone whose support and goodwill have enabled the ROK-U.S. alliance to thrive and prosper.


The Daegu military enclave also recognized Lorne Hwang, Kyungbuk National University; Lee Jong-woo, COSTCO Warehouse; Yi Pyong-saeng, Kyong San Trading Company; and Yoon for their numerous contributions to the community.

“While these (Good Neighbor) awards are presented for this year, the honorees have been long-time and even lifetime supporters of not only the U.S. Army in Daegu, but also the Republic of Korea and United States alliance,” said Col. James M. Joyner, 20th Area Support Group commander.  “Our alliance is what it is today in no small part because of their dedication and generous contributions.

“In closing, I want you to know that we are very proud to be a part of the Daegu community,” he said.  “Just like those of you honored here tonight and many others, we endeavor to do our part as good neighbors in this community and make a positive contribution to the ROK-U.S. alliance.”

Camp Carroll and Camp Hialeah will hold similar ceremonies to honor its good neighbors in July and August, respectively.
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